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						Conference Overview 
					

				

				
					The SAE Media Group are proud to present our 9th annual Helicopter Technology Central and Eastern Europe conference, on the 15 - 16 of May 2024, in Prague, Czech Republic.

The Helicopter Technology Central and Eastern Europe conference will provide you with the perfect platform to discover vital knowledge from the helicopter program managers and practitioners, as well as technical experts and system integrators.

Rotary platforms remain a key asset for supporting operations on land, sea, and air. But due to the increasing distinct pressures faced by legacy rotary platforms of the Central and Eastern Europe states, NATO’s Eastern Flank faces a critical juncture for maintaining effectiveness across all operational capabilities supported by their fleets.

Therefore, our focused regional conference provides a unique forum to ensure the continued sustainment, cost-effective modernisation, and interoperability of helicopter technology in the region.
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Brigadier General Ferdinant Dimo
   Commander, Albanian Air Force
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Brigadier General Jaroslav Falta
   Commander, 24th Air Transportation Base, Czech Air Force
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Brigadier General Luca Piperni
   Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate , Italian MoD
   Basic Training, 1990-1995

Brigadier General Luca PIPERNI was born in Udine, Italy on 20th April 1972. He attended the Italian

Army Military Academy in Modena and Turin from 1990 to 1995 (172° Course) and graduated with

university degree in political science. He received his Commission as an Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in

1992. After that, upon completion of his Officer’s training, he was appointed as an Anti-Aircraft

Artillery (AAA) 1st Lieutenant.

Experience,1995 - 1998/2000 - 2004/2013 - 2015/ 2019 - 2021

	Helicopter Pilot, 1998 - 2000:
	As a Company Grade Officer: Deputy Commander of an Anti-Aircraft Artillery battery while serving with 18th AAA Regiment "Sforzesca" in Rimini (1995-96)
	Cadet platoon leader at the Military Academy of Modena (1996-1998)
	Flight Squadron Commander at the 7th Army Aviation Regiment "Vega" in Rimini (2000-2004)
	As a Field Grade Officer: Commander, 54th Army Aviation Group "Cefeo" of the 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" (2013-2015) 
	Commander of 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" in Bolzano (Sept. 2019- Apr. 2021).


Staff Activities, 2004 - 2013/ 2015 - 2018/ 2021:

	2004-2006: upon completion of the Army Staff Officers course in Turin, he was assigned to the
	Army General Staff in Rome where he served as a Staff Officer of Personnel Department.
	2009-2011: he served as a Staff Officer of Joint Center of Modelling & Simulation, Defence General
	Staff.
	2011-2013: upon completion of the Army Senior Staff Officers course in Rome, he served as a Staff
	Officer of the Army General Staff Planning and Finance Office.
	2015-2018: he was posted to the Cabinet Office of the Ministry of Defence, where he served as
	Head of Section and Division Chief of Military Policy Office.
	Apr.- Nov. 2021 he was assigned to the Operational Land Forces Command to conduct the pre deployment training for the position of DCOM of the NATO KFOR Mission.
	Courses, Assignments, and Operations Carried Out Abroad: Commander (2002 and 2003). In 2003 he attended the Captain Aviation Career Course at the USAACE in Ft. Rucker, Alabama. From 2006 to 2009 he served as a Staff Officer in the C4I Division – Technology Coordination Branch at NATO Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia (USA). From Jun. 2018 to Aug. 2019 he served as Task Force ITALAIR Commanding Officer and Italian National Contingent Commander in Naqoura within UNIFIL Mission in Lebanon. From nov. 2021t o nov. 2022 he served as Deputy Commander of the NATO KFOR mission.


Current Position: Deputy Director of the 4Th Department of the Italian Secretariat General of Defence and National Armaments Directorate.

Personal Data

Married to Mrs. Daniele. He has a son, Matteo, 17 years old.
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Brigadier General Wolfgang Luttenberger
   Commander, Aviation Support Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces
   Marital status: Married, 1 adult daughter

Residence: Upper Austria and Kubschuetz, Germany

Civilian schooling: Primary, secondary school, high school, studies in political science and sociology.

Joined the armed forces: 1983, became an officer in 1984

Rank: Brigadier General since 2022

Military schooling: Theresian Military Academy in Wr. Neustadt (Bachelor’s Degree, 1984-1987), Flying School in Zeltweg and Langenlebarn, National Defence Academy in Vienna (Master’s Degree, 1994-1997), Staff officers logistics course of the French Army in Metz/France (1998), US Air War College in Montgomery/Alabama (Master’s Degree, 2000-2001), NATO Defense College in Rome/Italy (2013), top management course on Basics of Business Economics (2015).

Key positions during military career: Helicopter pilot since 1987, instructor pilot since 1990, different staff positions in 1st Helicopter Wing, G2/Air Division (1997), G4/Air Division 1997 till 2000, National Contingent Commander AUCON/KFOR in Kosovo (1999), Chief of planning division/Austrian International Peace Support Command (2000), MOD Air Staff (2001), Head of operations/plans/training division/Austrian Air Force 2002 till 2006, Commander 3rd Engineer Battalion 2009 till 2010, several times Commander Austrian Helicopter and Aviation Detachment EUFOR/ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Commander Air Support Brigade (2019), Chief Plans and Training Division and Deputy Chief of Expert Staff Air (2020), Deputy Director Military Aviation Division/Ministry of Defence.

Present position: Commander Aviation Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces

Responsibility: Planning, decision making and guidance for the preparation and execution of Supporting Air Operations and development of regulations for peace and wartime.

Duties include: Planning, management, supervision and consultation in above mentioned areas as well as advising highest military and political decision makers on mission related issues.

Additional tasks (amongst others) included: G3/Plans in MNB(S)/KFOR, AOCDir for Air Defence Operations.

During exercises A4/CJFACC, A3/CJFACC, J3/AirOps/CJFLCC, CO AOCC, observer of EDA HELIEX in GAP/France 2009, evaluator of Aviation Task Force and Airspace Management during European Advance 2010.

MoD representative at the Austrian Aeroclub Executive Board and the AEJPT Steering Committee.

Sub-project Manager/Operations for the C-130K, F-5E, Eurofighter, Jet Trainer and Multi-Purpose Helicopter programmes. Sub-project Manager/Training for the Cooperation in the Alpine Triangle project.

Accumulated more than 3,500 active flying hours, is currently examiner and instructor pilot on Agusta Bell 212MLU and AW169B. Chief of the Implementation Team for the Light Multi-Purpose Helicopter System AW169MA.

Hobbies: Table tennis, motorsports, computer technology, travelling.
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Colonel Dr Tamás Bali 
   Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)
   Colonel Tamás Bali PhD started his military carrier as a helicopter co-pilot in 1996. From 2001, he was promoted to be Pilot in-command on Mi–8 transport helicopter. Half a year later, he became an A7 officer. From 2003 he was promoted to be the chief of the Air training and Operations detachment at Hungarian Defense Force’s 86th Szolnok Helicopter Wing. Later this year, he became an instructor pilot on the Mi–8 helicopter.



He continued his military carrier at the Hungarian Joint Force Command’s Flight Training Department as a J7 officer from 2007, then he became this Department’s deputy commander. Following this, he was assigned to work at the Hungarian Ministry of Defense as a J3 officer.



Returning back to Szolnok in 2015, he was promoted to be a deputy base commander, at present he is the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base’s commander. Recently (apart from a lot others), he deals with pilot preselection and training.
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Colonel Guido Krahl
   Branch Chief Army Aviation, German Army Concepts and Capabilities Development Centre (ACCDC)
   	01.07.1986 entering military service
	1989 - 1993 university of armed forces Munich;
	Diploma in computer science
	1993 - 2001 section lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 16 in Celle
	2001 - 2004 flight lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2004 - 2006 squadron commander (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2006 - 2008 S3 staff officer and deputy battaillion commander antitank helicopter bataillion 361 in Fritzlar
	2008 - 2010 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs and S3 staff officer, army concept development centre in Cologne
	2011 - 2013 head of G4 department, air manoeuvre brigade 1 in Fritzlar
	2013 - 2015 chief of staff, international helicopter training centre in Bückeburg
	2015 - 2017 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs, army command I 1 (1) in Strausberg
	2017 - 2021 head of branch EMAR realization, army command in Strausberg
	Since 2021 head of branch army aviation, army concept development centre in Cologne
	Since 2021 Chairman NATO HISWG (helicopter interservice working group)
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Colonel Stefan Okos
   Commander 51st Helicopter Wing Prešov, Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic
   Commissioned in 1997 and graduated of Air Force Academy, Košice, Slovakia in 2002 as an engineer of electrical systems than I went over flight training.

I have flown the Mi-24, Mi-17, Schweizer, Bell-206, nowadays UH-60M and currently I am an active instructor, display pilot with over 2700 hours.
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Commodore Steve Jose
   Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio, UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)
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Lieutenant Colonel Jaakko Kauppinen
   Head of Army Aviation, Finnish Defence Force (FDF)
   Career:

	1999-starting as a conscript in Air force.
	Fixed wing trainers,
	MD-500
	MI-8
	NH90
	Pilot, PIC, IP, FL
	Chief of NH90 Company, Helicopter Battalion
	High Staff Officer Course, FIN Defense University
	Chief of Army Flight Training, Army Command
	Commanding Officer of Helicopter Battalion, Utti Jager Regiment
	Chief of Army Aviation (NH90 HOD), Army Command
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Mr Cyril Heckel
   Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
   Cyril Heckel is currently Acquisition and Development Officer at NSPA leading the integration activities (for Concept Stage) of the Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability project on behalf of the Participating Nations.

He has been working within international defense programme environment for the last 16 years, operating 7 years at OCCAR and the last 4 years at NSPA.

He concluded his 23-year Naval officer career in 2018 where he served on several operational units between 1997 and 2002 before directing his career towards Naval Programme Management.

He has been leading the NGRC Preparation activities before the Concept Stage since 2021 and has extensive experience in leading high-level performance teams for defense armament Programmes and he strongly supports dedication to customers’ satisfaction by establishing a solid acquisition framework, by developing relevant requirements and by securing needed funding.
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Rear Admiral Giancarlo Ciappina
   Director, 6th Naval Aviation Department and Commander, Fleet Air Arm, Italian Navy
   RADM Giancarlo Ciappina was born in Palermo on August 14, 1972.

He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1996, with a degree in Maritime and Naval Science.

He received his Naval Aviator "wings" in 1998, in Corpus Christi (US - Texas), as “fixed wings” pilot, and successfully completed his training as “rotary wings” pilot in Pensacola (US - Florida), in 1998.

He achieved combat readiness as Augusta Bell 212 Anti Submarine Warfare pilot and served, up to 2004, on board several ships of the fleet, being assigned to the 5th Helicopter Squadron, in Naval Air Station Luni (MARISTAELI LUNI).

In 2004 and 2005 he worked at the Naval Air Experiments and Tests Center - in MARISTAELI LUNI-focused in air weapons and equipment testing activities and helicopter/ship interface.

As operational AB 212 ASW pilot, he served as Flight Commander of Several Warships, among them Grecale and Scirocco Frigates and Patrol Vessel “Comandante Cicala Fulgosi”.

From 2005 to 2006, upon completion of the Naval Command School, he served as Commanding Officer of Patrol Vessel Spica, being employed mainly in illegal fishing surveillance operations, support to illegal immigration monitoring and Naval Command School, operating within the Mediterranean Sea.

From 2006 to 2010 he was assigned to the Air Warfare Department of the Italian Navy General Staff, where he was responsible for weapons, unmanned vehicle programs and for the NH90 helicopter acquisition program, as Project Officer for the Italian Navy.

From 2010 to 2012 he was appointed Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From 2012 to 2013 he served as Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2013 to 2014 he served as Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2014 to 2015 he served as Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2015 to 2016 he served as Commanding Officer of ASW FREMM Frigate “Virginio FASAN”, mainly detached in the Mediterranean Sea during “Mare Sicuro” national operation and NATO Active Endeavor Operation.

From 2016 to 2019 he’s been Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy and Head of the General Secretariat of the Italian Navy General Staff and, in 2020, he’s been Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies, at the Italian Navy General Staff, participating in the Joint Board for the innovation of the Defence, established by the Chief of Italian Defence.

From 2020 to 2021 he served as Commanding Officer of the Italian Navy Flagship, the Aircraft Carrier Cavour, under his command, ITS Cavour was detached in Norfolk for the “Ready For Operation” campaign, aimed at the certification of the Carrier to operate the 5th generation of VSTOL jet, F-35B.

From September 2021 to the 15th June 2023 he’s been the executive Assistant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From June 16th 2023 he is the Director of the Naval Aviation Department at the Italian Navy GeneralStaff and Commander of the Italian Fleet Air Arm.

He’s been promoted Rear Admiral (LH) on January 1st, 2022.

Admiral Ciappina is married to Mrs. Mariarosaria.

 

MAJOR PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS

	Commanding Officer Patrol Vessel “Spica”
	Air Warfare Aviation-Plans & Requirements Branch, at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of Italian Navy
	Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense
	Commanding Officer Anti-Submarine Warfare FREMM Frigate “Virginio Fasan”
	Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy
	Commanding Officer of Aircraft Carrier “Cavour”
	Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Navy


AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Italian Miltary Order (OMI)
	Knight of the Order for Merit of the Italian Republic (OMRI)
	Silver Cross for service seniority
	Silver Medal for continuative air navigation
	Commemorative Medal and badge in recognition of “Iraqi Freedom – Antica Babilonia” operation
	Commemorative Medal in recognition of “Active Endeavor” operation
	Silver Badge of Honor for helicopter pilots
	Ribbon for continuative service at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Ribbon and traditional badge for continuative service at the Cabinet of the Minister of Defense
	Italian Navy Staff Course badge
	NATO Defense College Senior Course badge
	Institute for Strategic Studies for Defense (IASD) badge
	Ribbon of Merit for Military Naval Pilots operating on board naval units


EDUCATION

	Degree ln Maritime and Naval Science (Naval Academy / Pisa University)
	Naval Staff Course (Institute for Maritime Military Studies - Venice)
	Naval Command School (Augusta)
	Master in Public Information and Communication (CEIDA Public Administration School – Rome)
	124th Senior Course (NATO Defense College – Rome)
	71st Session of the Institute for Strategic Studies for Defence (CASD - Rome)
	Master in Global Strategy and Security (University of Turin)


OTHER LANGUAGES

	English
	French
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		                Commander, 24th Air Transportation Base, Czech Air Force
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		                Brigadier General Luca Piperni

		                Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate , Italian MoD
	                

	                
						[image: Brigadier General Luca Piperni]
	                

                    
                        Basic Training, 1990-1995

Brigadier General Luca PIPERNI was born in Udine, Italy on 20th April 1972. He attended the Italian

Army Military Academy in Modena and Turin from 1990 to 1995 (172° Course) and graduated with

university degree in political science. He received his Commission as an Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in

1992. After that, upon completion of his Officer’s training, he was appointed as an Anti-Aircraft

Artillery (AAA) 1st Lieutenant.

Experience,1995 - 1998/2000 - 2004/2013 - 2015/ 2019 - 2021

	Helicopter Pilot, 1998 - 2000:
	As a Company Grade Officer: Deputy Commander of an Anti-Aircraft Artillery battery while serving with 18th AAA Regiment "Sforzesca" in Rimini (1995-96)
	Cadet platoon leader at the Military Academy of Modena (1996-1998)
	Flight Squadron Commander at the 7th Army Aviation Regiment "Vega" in Rimini (2000-2004)
	As a Field Grade Officer: Commander, 54th Army Aviation Group "Cefeo" of the 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" (2013-2015) 
	Commander of 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" in Bolzano (Sept. 2019- Apr. 2021).


Staff Activities, 2004 - 2013/ 2015 - 2018/ 2021:

	2004-2006: upon completion of the Army Staff Officers course in Turin, he was assigned to the
	Army General Staff in Rome where he served as a Staff Officer of Personnel Department.
	2009-2011: he served as a Staff Officer of Joint Center of Modelling & Simulation, Defence General
	Staff.
	2011-2013: upon completion of the Army Senior Staff Officers course in Rome, he served as a Staff
	Officer of the Army General Staff Planning and Finance Office.
	2015-2018: he was posted to the Cabinet Office of the Ministry of Defence, where he served as
	Head of Section and Division Chief of Military Policy Office.
	Apr.- Nov. 2021 he was assigned to the Operational Land Forces Command to conduct the pre deployment training for the position of DCOM of the NATO KFOR Mission.
	Courses, Assignments, and Operations Carried Out Abroad: Commander (2002 and 2003). In 2003 he attended the Captain Aviation Career Course at the USAACE in Ft. Rucker, Alabama. From 2006 to 2009 he served as a Staff Officer in the C4I Division – Technology Coordination Branch at NATO Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia (USA). From Jun. 2018 to Aug. 2019 he served as Task Force ITALAIR Commanding Officer and Italian National Contingent Commander in Naqoura within UNIFIL Mission in Lebanon. From nov. 2021t o nov. 2022 he served as Deputy Commander of the NATO KFOR mission.


Current Position: Deputy Director of the 4Th Department of the Italian Secretariat General of Defence and National Armaments Directorate.

Personal Data

Married to Mrs. Daniele. He has a son, Matteo, 17 years old.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Brigadier General Wolfgang Luttenberger

		                Commander, Aviation Support Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces
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                        Marital status: Married, 1 adult daughter

Residence: Upper Austria and Kubschuetz, Germany

Civilian schooling: Primary, secondary school, high school, studies in political science and sociology.

Joined the armed forces: 1983, became an officer in 1984

Rank: Brigadier General since 2022

Military schooling: Theresian Military Academy in Wr. Neustadt (Bachelor’s Degree, 1984-1987), Flying School in Zeltweg and Langenlebarn, National Defence Academy in Vienna (Master’s Degree, 1994-1997), Staff officers logistics course of the French Army in Metz/France (1998), US Air War College in Montgomery/Alabama (Master’s Degree, 2000-2001), NATO Defense College in Rome/Italy (2013), top management course on Basics of Business Economics (2015).

Key positions during military career: Helicopter pilot since 1987, instructor pilot since 1990, different staff positions in 1st Helicopter Wing, G2/Air Division (1997), G4/Air Division 1997 till 2000, National Contingent Commander AUCON/KFOR in Kosovo (1999), Chief of planning division/Austrian International Peace Support Command (2000), MOD Air Staff (2001), Head of operations/plans/training division/Austrian Air Force 2002 till 2006, Commander 3rd Engineer Battalion 2009 till 2010, several times Commander Austrian Helicopter and Aviation Detachment EUFOR/ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Commander Air Support Brigade (2019), Chief Plans and Training Division and Deputy Chief of Expert Staff Air (2020), Deputy Director Military Aviation Division/Ministry of Defence.

Present position: Commander Aviation Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces

Responsibility: Planning, decision making and guidance for the preparation and execution of Supporting Air Operations and development of regulations for peace and wartime.

Duties include: Planning, management, supervision and consultation in above mentioned areas as well as advising highest military and political decision makers on mission related issues.

Additional tasks (amongst others) included: G3/Plans in MNB(S)/KFOR, AOCDir for Air Defence Operations.

During exercises A4/CJFACC, A3/CJFACC, J3/AirOps/CJFLCC, CO AOCC, observer of EDA HELIEX in GAP/France 2009, evaluator of Aviation Task Force and Airspace Management during European Advance 2010.

MoD representative at the Austrian Aeroclub Executive Board and the AEJPT Steering Committee.

Sub-project Manager/Operations for the C-130K, F-5E, Eurofighter, Jet Trainer and Multi-Purpose Helicopter programmes. Sub-project Manager/Training for the Cooperation in the Alpine Triangle project.

Accumulated more than 3,500 active flying hours, is currently examiner and instructor pilot on Agusta Bell 212MLU and AW169B. Chief of the Implementation Team for the Light Multi-Purpose Helicopter System AW169MA.

Hobbies: Table tennis, motorsports, computer technology, travelling.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Captain Jorge Liquito

		                AW119 Fleet Manager, Portuguese Air Force
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		                Colonel Dr Tamás Bali 

		                Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)
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                        Colonel Tamás Bali PhD started his military carrier as a helicopter co-pilot in 1996. From 2001, he was promoted to be Pilot in-command on Mi–8 transport helicopter. Half a year later, he became an A7 officer. From 2003 he was promoted to be the chief of the Air training and Operations detachment at Hungarian Defense Force’s 86th Szolnok Helicopter Wing. Later this year, he became an instructor pilot on the Mi–8 helicopter.



He continued his military carrier at the Hungarian Joint Force Command’s Flight Training Department as a J7 officer from 2007, then he became this Department’s deputy commander. Following this, he was assigned to work at the Hungarian Ministry of Defense as a J3 officer.



Returning back to Szolnok in 2015, he was promoted to be a deputy base commander, at present he is the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base’s commander. Recently (apart from a lot others), he deals with pilot preselection and training.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Colonel Guido Krahl

		                Branch Chief Army Aviation, German Army Concepts and Capabilities Development Centre (ACCDC)
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                        	01.07.1986 entering military service
	1989 - 1993 university of armed forces Munich;
	Diploma in computer science
	1993 - 2001 section lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 16 in Celle
	2001 - 2004 flight lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2004 - 2006 squadron commander (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2006 - 2008 S3 staff officer and deputy battaillion commander antitank helicopter bataillion 361 in Fritzlar
	2008 - 2010 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs and S3 staff officer, army concept development centre in Cologne
	2011 - 2013 head of G4 department, air manoeuvre brigade 1 in Fritzlar
	2013 - 2015 chief of staff, international helicopter training centre in Bückeburg
	2015 - 2017 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs, army command I 1 (1) in Strausberg
	2017 - 2021 head of branch EMAR realization, army command in Strausberg
	Since 2021 head of branch army aviation, army concept development centre in Cologne
	Since 2021 Chairman NATO HISWG (helicopter interservice working group)

	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Colonel Jorge Inácio

		                Commander, Multinational Helicopter Training Centre (MHTC)
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                        Colonel Jorge Inacio joined Portuguese Air Force Academy in 1992 and, after finishing the course, served in the Tactical Air Transport and Search and Rescue Squadrons, flying around 3000 flight hours in the SA-316B Alouette III, SA-330 Puma and EH-101 Merlin. 

 

Served in the Air Command/Plans Branch, Portuguese Military University Institute as Joint Operations Planning teacher and, in the EUMS/Concepts and Capabilities Directorate (CONCAP)/Force and Capability Branch (FORCAP) as action officer and deputy Branch Chief.



Has the Degree (Pre Bologna) in Military Aeronautical Sciences, specialty of Pilot, Course for Promotion to Senior Officer, Joint Staff Course and Postgraduate in Military Sciences, Security and Defence.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Colonel Krešimir Ražov

		                Commander, 93rd Wing, Croatian Air Force
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		                Colonel Pierre Madej

		                Capability Development Coherence Officer, French Air and Space Force
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                        OVERVIEW

	Born on January 15th, 1973 in Lille (59)
	Married, father of two
	Graduated from the Ecole de l'Air in 1994
	Licensed as a helicopter pilot in May 1998
	3000 hours of flight time


CAREER

	1998 - BA 114 Aix les Milles : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2001 - BA 125 Istres : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2002 - BA 701 Toulouse Francazal : Helicopter Crew Training Centre 00.341 "Maurienne« - instructor
	2004 - EALAT Le Luc: Ecole de l’Aviation Légère de l’Armée de Terre, Air section leader 00.324
	2008 - Ecole Militaire: Collège interarmées de défense (French War College) 16th Class
	2009 - BA 128 Metz Frescaty : Second in command of CIEH 00.341 "Maurienne
	2011 - BA 115 Orange: Commander of CIEH 00.341 « Colonel Alexis Santini »
	2013 - Ilôt Saint Germain then Balard : Armed Forces General Staff
	2019 - BA 106 Bordeaux-Mérignac: Air Base Commander
	2021 - PARIS BALARD: French Air and Space Staff


DETACHMENTS

	2000 and 2002 : Gabon, Fennec pilot at Libreville Air Detachment
	2010 : Afghanistan, operation PAMIR, air deputy of the joint helicopter battalion


PROMOTION

	Colonel : 01/06/2016


DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Legion of Honour
	Officer of the National Order of Merit
	Aeronautic Medal

	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Colonel Ryan Kendall

		                Commander, 12th  Combat Aviation Brigade, US Army Europe    
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		                Colonel Stefan Okos

		                Commander 51st Helicopter Wing Prešov, Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic
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                        Commissioned in 1997 and graduated of Air Force Academy, Košice, Slovakia in 2002 as an engineer of electrical systems than I went over flight training.

I have flown the Mi-24, Mi-17, Schweizer, Bell-206, nowadays UH-60M and currently I am an active instructor, display pilot with over 2700 hours.
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Colonel Zsolt Simon

		                Deputy Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)
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                        Col. Zsolt Simon was infected with the aviation during high school when he started gliding on the nearby airfield in Szolnok city when he was 14.



After high school he joined the military and started his pilot training in 1993 in the Air Force Collage. He graduated as a helicopter pilot in 1997 and started his military pilot career as a pilot on Mi-8 and Mi-17 helicopters. Three years later, he was promoted to an instructor and became the flight safety officer of the transport helicopter squadron. He also completed a fixed wing training in the Nato Flying Training Program in Canada (NFTC) on the TEXAN CT156 aircraft. After that course, he moved to the wing staff level of the Szolnok Helicopter Base as an executive training officer.



During his career, he led two helicopter-training missions in Afghanistan where he and his team was responsible to train tactics to the afghan Mi-17 pilots.From 2015 to 2019 he was the Chief of Flight Training of the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base. In April 2020 he was assigned to Command the Transport Helicopter Squadron at the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base and became the chief instructor on H145M helicopters. In 2022 he was promoted to colonel and became the deputy commander of the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base.



He has more than 2500 flight hours on helicopters and 300 hours on fixed winged aircraft.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Commodore Steve Jose

		                Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio, UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)
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		                Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Paolo Trotta

		                CEO & Founder, ED Mission Systems SA
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                        Paolo “Tomahawk” Trotta was born on July 31st 1981 in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy. Trotta family name originated from the distinguished Von Trotha northern Europe military family. Son of an Italian Air Force officer and the oldest of 2 child, he studied in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Usa and was educated as a Roman Catholic.

 

Paolo was accepted into the Italian Army Military Academy and attended it for five years in 1999. He graduated and received his Master Degree in Strategic Science with First-Class Honours from the University of Turin and his master degree thesis “The air power within the United States of America military strategy: analysis of the operations conducted in the skies of Iraq”.

After the Military Academy, Paolo was commissioned as a cavalry officer in the Italian Army and deployed within tank and RECCE units where he obtained the JTAC qualification. 

Paolo was trained in several NATO countries achieving different qualifications including the one as Instructor of Commando Techniques from the French Commando Training Centre (CNEC);

Later, Paolo qualified as an Air Cavalry officer and served within the United States Army Aviation and graduated as an US Army Aviator. During his US service he trained on different fixed wing and rotary wing aircrafts within different Air Force, Navy and Army units.

Paolo terminated his US cooperation and preparation with the highest mention from his leadership and was sent back to the Italian Army to serve as an instructor and attack helicopter pilot.

Operational activity absorbed many years of Paolo’s career within different US, NATO and UN coalition forces in Somalia, Bosnia, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Lebanon leading airmobile units and was wounded in action.

During his operational services, Paolo was honoured with several military distinguishments receiving a mention as one of the best US/NATO coalition commanders by General John R. Allen former NATO/US troops Commander in Afghanistan.

During his service, he lead different units within kinetic operations and his first aim was always to bring everybody home while ensuring mission success.

Paolo witnesses several causalities within NATO and US units, being deeply involved in operations characterized by Troops in Contact (TIC). 

In the last part of his military career, Paolo served as project supervisor within the Test Pilot Center of the Italian Army Aviation and followed several programs, including the Full Operational Capability of the NH-90 helicopter in Afghanistan and the development of the new AH-229.

 

 

Paolo created and developed several technologies and obtained different patents, while he was still deployed and those minimum viable products became what today is the suite of innovation that ED Mission Systems SA is deploying within the sector. From Command and Control to Modelling and Simulation, Paolo packaged and realized the suite of ED Mission Systems’ software with a clear objective: Empowering Fighters’ Tactical Initiative.

The main requirement within the product developed had one single aspect in mind: operational use and experiences. Engineering development was driven directly by the experience and complex operations experienced by Paolo within modern battlefields, aiming to reduce collateral damages and ensure mission success. 

“Missions can be successful with no or reduced collateral damages, when plan and rehearsal are detailed, achievable anytime, anywhere, and crystal clear within the mind of operators”.

Paolo graduated from the École Supérieure de Commerce de Paris (ESCP Europe) with an Executive Master in Business Administration with First-Class Honour from the Chamber of Commerce of Paris, publishing the business model of what would than become ED Mission Systems SA and which was adopted by the European Defence Agency (EDA) to further innovate training and simulation. “Transforming European military training. How military simulation can save lives”.

Today Paolo is the co-founder and CEO of ED Mission Systems SA that developed since several years the powerful Mission Combat Architecture software suite in service within different NATO/US units and allies.
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Lieutenant Colonel Andrius Stuknys

		                Commander, Maintenance Depot, Lithuanian Air Force
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                        DATE OF BIRTH: 1978-01-19



PLACE OF BIRTH: Joniskis, Lithuania.



FAMILY: Married, has a son and a daughter.



EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

 

	2000 m. Kaunas Technology University, bachelor's degree in electrical engineering
	2002 m. Kaunas Technology University, master's degree in electronics engineering
	2003 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, commanders course
	2005 m. General Adolf Ramanauskas Warfare Training Centre, environmental specialist courses
	2006 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, Air Force Captain Course
	2009 m. Polytechnic Institute of Turin, Italy, the International Aeronautical Engineering II level specialized master studies
	2009 m. EAS training facility in Italy, logistical support course
	2010 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, the maintenance organization certifying staff human factor training
	2011 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in energetic engineering
	2013 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, aircraft fuel tanks operating courses
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Alenia Aermacchi”, aircraft C-27J service managers course
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Airbus Helicopters”, helicopter AS-365 Dauphin T4 level course
	2015 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Part - 145 and Part - M courses
	2019 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in mechanic engineering
	2020 m. Baltic Defence College, Joint Command and General Staff Course (JCGSC).


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

	2003 06 26 - 2004 09 30 Air Force I Aviation Base technical group, aircraft maintenance and periodic work, the head of radio-electronic equipment repair and periodic maintenance section
	2004 10 01 - 2007 10 27 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, avionics repair works and periodic maintenance department, the chief of radio-electronic equipment section
	2009 08 01 - 2012 09 30 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, Quality Control Department, engineer of radio-electronic equipment
	2012 10 01 - 2014 10 26 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot Technic repair and maintenance squadron commander
	2014 10 27 - 2018 09 17 Deputy Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot
	2018 09 17 - 2019 08 12 LAF Engineering service, senior engineer for radio communication and navigation
	2020 07 10 Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot


 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hoogsteder

		                Head Section Cougar, Caracal & SOFAIR, Helicopter Operations Branch, Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNAF)
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		                Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos

		                384 SAR Squadron Commander, Hellenic Air Force
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                         Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos, was born in Reutlingen of West Germany in 1977 and is currently leaving in Magoula Athens.

 

In 1996, he joined the Hellenic Airforce Academy and graduated in 2000 as a 2nd Lieutenant. He was first assigned in 114CW as a jet fighter pilot in Mirage F1CG and in 2003 he was assigned in 112CW, as a SAR Helicopter pilot.

 

From August of 2023, he is the Commander of 384 SAR Sqn, responsible for maintaining efficiency and readiness to a high standard with the appropriate organization, personnel training and maintenance of the available means, in order to assume and successfully carry out Search and Rescue operations (SAR), Combat Search and Rescue operations (CSAR) and other Missions for the Common and Social Good, whenever required according to HAF’s Operational Plans.

 

He has over 2800 of flight hours in Helicopters (AS-332C1, AW109ST & AB-205) & over 500 in fixed wings (Mirage F1CG, T-2, T-37 & T-41). He is a Test pilot, a Flight instructor, a Flight Examiner and an ICAO inspector for the Hellenic Joint Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC).

 

Besides his flight duties, he has also assigned as: 

•	The Aide-de-camp of HAF Support Commander, 

•	Flight Safety Officer in “Andreas Papandreou” Air Force Base in Pafos Cyprus, 

•	Head of “Operational Training” of the HAF General Staff, 

•	National Representative to the Air to Air Refueling Working Group (NATO AARWG), 

•	National Representative and a Steering Group Member, in the Tactical Leadership Program (TLP).

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Lieutenant Colonel Jaakko Kauppinen

		                Head of Army Aviation, Finnish Defence Force (FDF)
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                        Career:

	1999-starting as a conscript in Air force.
	Fixed wing trainers,
	MD-500
	MI-8
	NH90
	Pilot, PIC, IP, FL
	Chief of NH90 Company, Helicopter Battalion
	High Staff Officer Course, FIN Defense University
	Chief of Army Flight Training, Army Command
	Commanding Officer of Helicopter Battalion, Utti Jager Regiment
	Chief of Army Aviation (NH90 HOD), Army Command


 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Lieutenant Colonel Miha Vencelj

		                Commander, 151st Rotary Wing Squadron, Air Force and Air Defence, Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF)
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		                Lieutenant Colonel Till Vromans

		                Air Development Division Branch Head Training & Exercise, NATO Allied Special Operation Forces Command (SOFCOM)
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                        Section: NSHQ Duty Title: Air Development Division / Branch Head Air Training & Exercise

Previous Assignment: DEU Air Operations Command, DEU SOAC, Director J-35, Kalkar (DEU)

Professional Experience Summary:

1996 – 1997: Army Air Defence Btn 7/ Basic Training

1997 – 1999: Army Aviaton School/ Basic Helicopter Pilot Training

1999 – 2013: Army Aviation Btn 6 & 30/ Helicopter Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”

2000: Army Officers Academy Degree

2011 – 2017: Instructor Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”/ H145M“LUH-SOF” 

2013 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Helicopter Weapon Instructor 

2014 – 2015: DEU Rapid Response Division/ J-3 Air RW Tasking 

2015 – 2017: DEU Air Force Helicopter Wing 64/ OT&E Pilot H145M“LUH-SOF”

2017 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Chief Instructor Helicopter Tactics

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ J5 SME RW SOF Air

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ DEU JFAC DepDir JPRCC

2019: DEU Leadership Academy/ Staff Officer Degree

2019 – 2020: DEU Air Operations Command/ Project Group SOATG HQ (DEU)

2021 – 2022: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 SOATG HQ (DEU)

2023: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 DEU SOAC

Deployments:

2003 / 2010 NATO KFOR (Kosovo)

2012 NATO ISAF TAC RC North Kunduz (Afghanistan)
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák

		                Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.
	                

	                
						[image: Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák]
	                

                    
                        His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Mr Cyril Heckel

		                Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
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                        Cyril Heckel is currently Acquisition and Development Officer at NSPA leading the integration activities (for Concept Stage) of the Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability project on behalf of the Participating Nations.

He has been working within international defense programme environment for the last 16 years, operating 7 years at OCCAR and the last 4 years at NSPA.

He concluded his 23-year Naval officer career in 2018 where he served on several operational units between 1997 and 2002 before directing his career towards Naval Programme Management.

He has been leading the NGRC Preparation activities before the Concept Stage since 2021 and has extensive experience in leading high-level performance teams for defense armament Programmes and he strongly supports dedication to customers’ satisfaction by establishing a solid acquisition framework, by developing relevant requirements and by securing needed funding.
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Mr Daniele Cucchi

		                Aviation Support Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
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                        Daniele Cucchi is the Aviation Support Programme Manager at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

He has spent almost 40 years in the Italian Air Force, attending the Air Force Academy and graduating with a Master degree in Aeronautical Engineering.

During his career, he covered various roles dealing with fixed wing aircraft, rotorcraft and military jet engines, including international assignments.

Before joining NATO, he was responsible for the introduction into service of several new CH-47F and NH-90 helicopter as the Director of the Regional Technical Office of Milan of the Air Armaments and Airworthiness Directorate.



Daniele Cucchi left active duty four years ago with the rank of retired Brigadier General.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Mr Jas Hawker

		                Nation Flight Training Europe (NFTE) Principal Officer, Aviation Support Programme, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
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                        Jas Hawker is the Principal Officer NATO Flight Training Europe at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

Jas spent almost 30 years in the Royal Air Force and has amassed over 5000 flying hours on the Tornado and Hawk aircraft. He has experience of working in the UK Ministry of Defence and operational Headquarters in Afghanistan and the Middle East, and he is a graduate of the Australian Advanced Command and Staff College.

Prior to joining NSPA Jas was responsible for the management and delivery of flying training for the Royal Air Force.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Mr José Pablo Romera

		                Project Officer Rotary Wing, European Defence Agency (EDA)
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                        José Pablo Romera began his career in 1998 graduating from the Spanish Army Academy as a military field Engineer. He finalised his Army helicopter pilot course in 2000 and he was posted during 5 years to the 3rd Manoeuvre Helicopter Battalion, deploying to Kosovo and Kyrgyzstan in the years 2000 and 2002.



Between the years 2005 and 2010, he was employed by the Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation (OCCAR), located in Bonn (Germany) to work as technical manager of the French/Spanish Tiger HAD helicopter, responsible for all the technical activities related to its development. 

He returned to the organization during the period 2013 to 2017 as HAD Type Manager, with overall responsibility for the through life management of the Tiger HAD programme, in charge for the qualification of the Tiger HAD helicopter and the delivery of more than 30 helicopters to the French and Spanish Armed Forces.



From the year 2017, he has been working at the European Defence Agency (EDA) as Project Officer Rotary Wing, managing EDA helicopter programmes and new initiatives.



He graduated from the Spanish Defence College and he is a certified Project Manager Professional (PMP).



He is married and has 2 children.

 
	
                    

                
                            
            
               
	                
		                Rear Admiral Giancarlo Ciappina

		                Director, 6th Naval Aviation Department and Commander, Fleet Air Arm, Italian Navy
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                        RADM Giancarlo Ciappina was born in Palermo on August 14, 1972.

He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1996, with a degree in Maritime and Naval Science.

He received his Naval Aviator "wings" in 1998, in Corpus Christi (US - Texas), as “fixed wings” pilot, and successfully completed his training as “rotary wings” pilot in Pensacola (US - Florida), in 1998.

He achieved combat readiness as Augusta Bell 212 Anti Submarine Warfare pilot and served, up to 2004, on board several ships of the fleet, being assigned to the 5th Helicopter Squadron, in Naval Air Station Luni (MARISTAELI LUNI).

In 2004 and 2005 he worked at the Naval Air Experiments and Tests Center - in MARISTAELI LUNI-focused in air weapons and equipment testing activities and helicopter/ship interface.

As operational AB 212 ASW pilot, he served as Flight Commander of Several Warships, among them Grecale and Scirocco Frigates and Patrol Vessel “Comandante Cicala Fulgosi”.

From 2005 to 2006, upon completion of the Naval Command School, he served as Commanding Officer of Patrol Vessel Spica, being employed mainly in illegal fishing surveillance operations, support to illegal immigration monitoring and Naval Command School, operating within the Mediterranean Sea.

From 2006 to 2010 he was assigned to the Air Warfare Department of the Italian Navy General Staff, where he was responsible for weapons, unmanned vehicle programs and for the NH90 helicopter acquisition program, as Project Officer for the Italian Navy.

From 2010 to 2012 he was appointed Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From 2012 to 2013 he served as Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2013 to 2014 he served as Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2014 to 2015 he served as Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2015 to 2016 he served as Commanding Officer of ASW FREMM Frigate “Virginio FASAN”, mainly detached in the Mediterranean Sea during “Mare Sicuro” national operation and NATO Active Endeavor Operation.

From 2016 to 2019 he’s been Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy and Head of the General Secretariat of the Italian Navy General Staff and, in 2020, he’s been Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies, at the Italian Navy General Staff, participating in the Joint Board for the innovation of the Defence, established by the Chief of Italian Defence.

From 2020 to 2021 he served as Commanding Officer of the Italian Navy Flagship, the Aircraft Carrier Cavour, under his command, ITS Cavour was detached in Norfolk for the “Ready For Operation” campaign, aimed at the certification of the Carrier to operate the 5th generation of VSTOL jet, F-35B.

From September 2021 to the 15th June 2023 he’s been the executive Assistant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From June 16th 2023 he is the Director of the Naval Aviation Department at the Italian Navy GeneralStaff and Commander of the Italian Fleet Air Arm.

He’s been promoted Rear Admiral (LH) on January 1st, 2022.

Admiral Ciappina is married to Mrs. Mariarosaria.

 

MAJOR PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS

	Commanding Officer Patrol Vessel “Spica”
	Air Warfare Aviation-Plans & Requirements Branch, at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of Italian Navy
	Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense
	Commanding Officer Anti-Submarine Warfare FREMM Frigate “Virginio Fasan”
	Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy
	Commanding Officer of Aircraft Carrier “Cavour”
	Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Navy


AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Italian Miltary Order (OMI)
	Knight of the Order for Merit of the Italian Republic (OMRI)
	Silver Cross for service seniority
	Silver Medal for continuative air navigation
	Commemorative Medal and badge in recognition of “Iraqi Freedom – Antica Babilonia” operation
	Commemorative Medal in recognition of “Active Endeavor” operation
	Silver Badge of Honor for helicopter pilots
	Ribbon for continuative service at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Ribbon and traditional badge for continuative service at the Cabinet of the Minister of Defense
	Italian Navy Staff Course badge
	NATO Defense College Senior Course badge
	Institute for Strategic Studies for Defense (IASD) badge
	Ribbon of Merit for Military Naval Pilots operating on board naval units


EDUCATION

	Degree ln Maritime and Naval Science (Naval Academy / Pisa University)
	Naval Staff Course (Institute for Maritime Military Studies - Venice)
	Naval Command School (Augusta)
	Master in Public Information and Communication (CEIDA Public Administration School – Rome)
	124th Senior Course (NATO Defense College – Rome)
	71st Session of the Institute for Strategic Studies for Defence (CASD - Rome)
	Master in Global Strategy and Security (University of Turin)


OTHER LANGUAGES

	English
	French
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                                    Who should attend:

 National militaries:

• Air Force Officers

• Army and Naval Aviation Officers

• Air Base Officers

• Rotary Platform Engineers

• Procurement Officers



Industry:

• Aerospace Business seeking direct contact with regional decision-makers

• Aerospace developers and innovators seeking to understand the requirements and anticipate future developments in the markets

Air Force Commanders, Deputy Air Force Commanders and operational level Commanders of key helicopter programmes and air wings will be discussing high-level topics such as platform modernisation and upgrades, regional cooperation and interoperability, national security priorities, the challenges of integrating new platforms, and much more.

                                

                                
                                    Reasons why you can't afford to miss this:

	Unmatched direct access to Air Force and Army Rotary Platform Officers
	A unique focus on multipurpose helicopter technology and joint force interoperability
	Regional Perspectives regarding procurement, upgrades, maintenance, and training
	High level discussions featuring technical managers and project engineers from military as well as industry tackling the key challenges which face helicopter technology production, procurement, utilisation, and maintenance
	Informal networking time so you can gather insight from peers and colleagues also shaping and influencing regional helicopter programmes today


                                

                            

							
													
							
								


    
        
            sponsors

        
            [image: Airbus]Airbus
https://www.airbus.com/en
Airbus is a global pioneer in the aerospace industry, operating in the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space sectors. The Company is a leader in designing, manufacturing and delivering aerospace products, services and solutions to customers on a worldwide scale.


With 135,000 employees and as the largest aeronautics and space company in Europe and a worldwide leader, Airbus is at the forefront of the aviation industry. We build the most innovative commercial aircraft and consistently capture about half of all commercial airliner orders. Thanks to its deep understanding of changing market needs, customer focus and technological innovation, Airbus offers products that connect people and places via air and space.

All worldwide market activities across the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space businesses operate under the same Airbus brand, as will any future core business entities. Our brand is not just a logo, it represents our culture, our personality, our products and services and the way these are delivered.



Take a journey through some of the highlights of our company from the past 50 years on Airbus.com
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https://edmissionsystems.swiss/
ED MISSION SYSTEMS SA, is a specialist in military multi-domain mission rehearsal software environments with its original HQ in Switzelrand and offices in United Arab Emirates and  Italy.

The company specializes in military multi-domain mission support and training software aids. The staff includes experienced engineers, managers, and artists who have worked in the military, software development, and aerospace industries. The staff is completed by experienced military subject matter experts such as aviators, land forces commanders and special forces operators, that served in the most recent warfare scenarios. MCA is a cost effective proprietary architecture software suite able to deliver an integrated and unique planning, training, rehearsal, execution and after action review cycle supporting the full operational cycle of modern asymmetric and symmetric warfare.



[image: Thales]Thales
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/defence-and-security/land-forces/mounted-combat
Thales is a global leader in advanced technologies, investing in digital and “deep tech” innovations to build a confident future crucial for the development of our societies. Armed forces, governments and global organisations entrust Thales with helping them achieve and maintain security, tactical superiority and strategic independence in the face of any type of threat. Land forces all over the world rely on Thales's comprehensive array of cutting-edge vehicle optronics solutions to help them complete their missions safely and effectively in a wide range of battlespace environments.



[image: Pathfinder Systems, Inc]Pathfinder Systems, Inc
https://www.pathfindersystems.com/about-psi
Pathfinder Systems, Inc. is a small business recognized for proven performance at the leading edge of systems engineering, software engineering, innovation, research and development.

We understand that the ultimate measure of quality is customer satisfaction. Our technical performance has been consistently rated outstanding by our customers. Every contract is fulfilled with exceptional quality, on schedule and at or below the contracted cost. We will meet or exceed your performance goals.
Our customers appreciate that we are innovative, productive and that we understand their needs. We strive to ensure our understanding of all aspects of the customer’s world. We respond to stated requirements but also explore the reasons behind the details of the requirements.
Pathfinder Systems is an established company, ready to help you meet your goals. We have served the advanced research and development efforts of the U.S. government, many of its prime contractors, and allied governments since 1985.  Focused on your organization’s needs, we can develop and provide solutions for the seamless interoperation and integration of your complex system requirements.
Our accounting system is approved and regularly reviewed by the Defense Contract Audit Agency. By providing on-time, on-cost, well-managed and technically superior performance, we give you the best value for your contract or subcontract dollars.


[image: Axnes Aviation]Axnes Aviation
http://www.axnes.com
Axnes Aviation develops and supplies advanced and highly durable wireless intercom solutions for use in and outside aircraft and in other demanding applications. AXNES is well known for its wireless ICS systems, and today more than 750 aircraft worldwide are equipped with AXNES wireless technology. The company has been supplying its wireless intercom systems to the industry for almost two decades and is an EASA Part 21 and Part 145 approved organization. AXNES is an approved supplier to OEMs such as Agusta Westland, Airbus Helicopters, Bell Helicopter and Sikorsky. 

[image: Leonardo]Leonardo
http://www.leonardo.com
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries and joint ventures and partnerships. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and Space).

Leonardo has developed remotely piloted systems and technologies across all domains, with significant investment in platforms, sensors, communications, control systems, in addition to counter-drone capabilities and technologies for uncrewed systems’ traffic management and air traffic control. The company’s continued development and integration of cutting-edge solutions across all domains of remotely-piloted and autonomous/semi-autonomous systems and technologies is a key element of Leonardo’s BeTomorrow2030 Strategic Plan



        

    




							

							
							
							
                        

					    
						    
					            

  
  
        Conference agenda


        
			
					Day one
	Day two


			

            
            
                [image: clock]
8:00


 Registration & Coffee
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 Chair's Opening Remarks
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View Bio



Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák, Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.
His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.
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 Keynote Host Nation Opening Address - Reserved for Senior Representative, Air Force Command, Czech Air Force
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Senior Representative, Air Force Command, Czech Air Force
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 Meeting the Challenges of Maintaining Optimal Availability and Capability of Modernised Slovak Rotary Platforms
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Colonel Stefan Okos, Commander 51st Helicopter Wing Prešov, Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic
Commissioned in 1997 and graduated of Air Force Academy, Košice, Slovakia in 2002 as an engineer of electrical systems than I went over flight training.

I have flown the Mi-24, Mi-17, Schweizer, Bell-206, nowadays UH-60M and currently I am an active instructor, display pilot with over 2700 hours.


    	Procuring further equipment to refi ne the UH-60M to suit Slovak requirements
	Further modernisation plans to fill capability gaps beyond the UH-60M
	Working with the US military and national guard to build training andlogistics know-how
	Completing the construction of a next-generation hanger
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 Session Reserved for Gold Sponsor - Airbus Helicopters
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 Upgrading Italian Naval Rotary Wing Capabilities to Fulfil Contemporary Demands in the Maritime Theatre
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View Bio



Rear Admiral Giancarlo Ciappina, Director, 6th Naval Aviation Department and Commander, Fleet Air Arm, Italian Navy
RADM Giancarlo Ciappina was born in Palermo on August 14, 1972.

He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1996, with a degree in Maritime and Naval Science.

He received his Naval Aviator "wings" in 1998, in Corpus Christi (US - Texas), as “fixed wings” pilot, and successfully completed his training as “rotary wings” pilot in Pensacola (US - Florida), in 1998.

He achieved combat readiness as Augusta Bell 212 Anti Submarine Warfare pilot and served, up to 2004, on board several ships of the fleet, being assigned to the 5th Helicopter Squadron, in Naval Air Station Luni (MARISTAELI LUNI).

In 2004 and 2005 he worked at the Naval Air Experiments and Tests Center - in MARISTAELI LUNI-focused in air weapons and equipment testing activities and helicopter/ship interface.

As operational AB 212 ASW pilot, he served as Flight Commander of Several Warships, among them Grecale and Scirocco Frigates and Patrol Vessel “Comandante Cicala Fulgosi”.

From 2005 to 2006, upon completion of the Naval Command School, he served as Commanding Officer of Patrol Vessel Spica, being employed mainly in illegal fishing surveillance operations, support to illegal immigration monitoring and Naval Command School, operating within the Mediterranean Sea.

From 2006 to 2010 he was assigned to the Air Warfare Department of the Italian Navy General Staff, where he was responsible for weapons, unmanned vehicle programs and for the NH90 helicopter acquisition program, as Project Officer for the Italian Navy.

From 2010 to 2012 he was appointed Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From 2012 to 2013 he served as Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2013 to 2014 he served as Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2014 to 2015 he served as Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2015 to 2016 he served as Commanding Officer of ASW FREMM Frigate “Virginio FASAN”, mainly detached in the Mediterranean Sea during “Mare Sicuro” national operation and NATO Active Endeavor Operation.

From 2016 to 2019 he’s been Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy and Head of the General Secretariat of the Italian Navy General Staff and, in 2020, he’s been Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies, at the Italian Navy General Staff, participating in the Joint Board for the innovation of the Defence, established by the Chief of Italian Defence.

From 2020 to 2021 he served as Commanding Officer of the Italian Navy Flagship, the Aircraft Carrier Cavour, under his command, ITS Cavour was detached in Norfolk for the “Ready For Operation” campaign, aimed at the certification of the Carrier to operate the 5th generation of VSTOL jet, F-35B.

From September 2021 to the 15th June 2023 he’s been the executive Assistant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From June 16th 2023 he is the Director of the Naval Aviation Department at the Italian Navy GeneralStaff and Commander of the Italian Fleet Air Arm.

He’s been promoted Rear Admiral (LH) on January 1st, 2022.

Admiral Ciappina is married to Mrs. Mariarosaria.

 

MAJOR PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS

	Commanding Officer Patrol Vessel “Spica”
	Air Warfare Aviation-Plans & Requirements Branch, at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of Italian Navy
	Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense
	Commanding Officer Anti-Submarine Warfare FREMM Frigate “Virginio Fasan”
	Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy
	Commanding Officer of Aircraft Carrier “Cavour”
	Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Navy


AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Italian Miltary Order (OMI)
	Knight of the Order for Merit of the Italian Republic (OMRI)
	Silver Cross for service seniority
	Silver Medal for continuative air navigation
	Commemorative Medal and badge in recognition of “Iraqi Freedom – Antica Babilonia” operation
	Commemorative Medal in recognition of “Active Endeavor” operation
	Silver Badge of Honor for helicopter pilots
	Ribbon for continuative service at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Ribbon and traditional badge for continuative service at the Cabinet of the Minister of Defense
	Italian Navy Staff Course badge
	NATO Defense College Senior Course badge
	Institute for Strategic Studies for Defense (IASD) badge
	Ribbon of Merit for Military Naval Pilots operating on board naval units


EDUCATION

	Degree ln Maritime and Naval Science (Naval Academy / Pisa University)
	Naval Staff Course (Institute for Maritime Military Studies - Venice)
	Naval Command School (Augusta)
	Master in Public Information and Communication (CEIDA Public Administration School – Rome)
	124th Senior Course (NATO Defense College – Rome)
	71st Session of the Institute for Strategic Studies for Defence (CASD - Rome)
	Master in Global Strategy and Security (University of Turin)


OTHER LANGUAGES

	English
	French


 


    	Upgrade process of the Italian Navy Rotary Wing Backbone Fleet,
	Fleet, Amphibious, and SOF support of the Italian Naval Aviation
	Italian Rotary Wing Mission Training Centre: delivering a one-of-a-kind distributed simulator centre for state-of-the-art training
	The future of the Italian maritime rotary drone
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 Session Reserved for Gold Sponsor - Leonardo
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 Maximising Albanian Interoperability with NATO Rotary Forces



[image: Brigadier General Ferdinant Dimo]


Brigadier General Ferdinant Dimo, Commander, Albanian Air Force

    	Update on the Albanian Air Force’s membership of the NSPA HelicopterSupport Partnership
	Participation of Albanian pilots in international training for the UH-60 Black Hawk rotary platform
	Details of the conversion and re-opening of the Kuçovë air base into a NATO tactical station of operations
	Learnings from NATO Exercise Astral Knights 2023
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 Enhancing Multi-Purpose Platforms and Multi-National Cooperation for Austrian Rotary Wing Military Aviation
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View Bio



Brigadier General Wolfgang Luttenberger, Commander, Aviation Support Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces
Marital status: Married, 1 adult daughter

Residence: Upper Austria and Kubschuetz, Germany

Civilian schooling: Primary, secondary school, high school, studies in political science and sociology.

Joined the armed forces: 1983, became an officer in 1984

Rank: Brigadier General since 2022

Military schooling: Theresian Military Academy in Wr. Neustadt (Bachelor’s Degree, 1984-1987), Flying School in Zeltweg and Langenlebarn, National Defence Academy in Vienna (Master’s Degree, 1994-1997), Staff officers logistics course of the French Army in Metz/France (1998), US Air War College in Montgomery/Alabama (Master’s Degree, 2000-2001), NATO Defense College in Rome/Italy (2013), top management course on Basics of Business Economics (2015).

Key positions during military career: Helicopter pilot since 1987, instructor pilot since 1990, different staff positions in 1st Helicopter Wing, G2/Air Division (1997), G4/Air Division 1997 till 2000, National Contingent Commander AUCON/KFOR in Kosovo (1999), Chief of planning division/Austrian International Peace Support Command (2000), MOD Air Staff (2001), Head of operations/plans/training division/Austrian Air Force 2002 till 2006, Commander 3rd Engineer Battalion 2009 till 2010, several times Commander Austrian Helicopter and Aviation Detachment EUFOR/ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Commander Air Support Brigade (2019), Chief Plans and Training Division and Deputy Chief of Expert Staff Air (2020), Deputy Director Military Aviation Division/Ministry of Defence.

Present position: Commander Aviation Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces

Responsibility: Planning, decision making and guidance for the preparation and execution of Supporting Air Operations and development of regulations for peace and wartime.

Duties include: Planning, management, supervision and consultation in above mentioned areas as well as advising highest military and political decision makers on mission related issues.

Additional tasks (amongst others) included: G3/Plans in MNB(S)/KFOR, AOCDir for Air Defence Operations.

During exercises A4/CJFACC, A3/CJFACC, J3/AirOps/CJFLCC, CO AOCC, observer of EDA HELIEX in GAP/France 2009, evaluator of Aviation Task Force and Airspace Management during European Advance 2010.

MoD representative at the Austrian Aeroclub Executive Board and the AEJPT Steering Committee.

Sub-project Manager/Operations for the C-130K, F-5E, Eurofighter, Jet Trainer and Multi-Purpose Helicopter programmes. Sub-project Manager/Training for the Cooperation in the Alpine Triangle project.

Accumulated more than 3,500 active flying hours, is currently examiner and instructor pilot on Agusta Bell 212MLU and AW169B. Chief of the Implementation Team for the Light Multi-Purpose Helicopter System AW169MA.

Hobbies: Table tennis, motorsports, computer technology, travelling.

 


    	Advantages provided by the AW169 LUH for improved fulfilment of Austrian rotary requirements
	Bilateral cooperation with the Italian Armed Forces to prepare for maintenance of and training with the AW169 platform
	Upgrading the Sikorsky S-70 and replacing the AB-212 platforms
	Austrian contributions to Joint Operations and Exercise
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 Networking Lunch
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 Mission Combat Architecture (MCA): How to Empower Airmobile Assets with a Powerful, Innovative, and Cost Effective Architecture.
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View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Paolo Trotta, CEO & Founder, ED Mission Systems SA
Paolo “Tomahawk” Trotta was born on July 31st 1981 in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy. Trotta family name originated from the distinguished Von Trotha northern Europe military family. Son of an Italian Air Force officer and the oldest of 2 child, he studied in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Usa and was educated as a Roman Catholic.

 

Paolo was accepted into the Italian Army Military Academy and attended it for five years in 1999. He graduated and received his Master Degree in Strategic Science with First-Class Honours from the University of Turin and his master degree thesis “The air power within the United States of America military strategy: analysis of the operations conducted in the skies of Iraq”.

After the Military Academy, Paolo was commissioned as a cavalry officer in the Italian Army and deployed within tank and RECCE units where he obtained the JTAC qualification. 

Paolo was trained in several NATO countries achieving different qualifications including the one as Instructor of Commando Techniques from the French Commando Training Centre (CNEC);

Later, Paolo qualified as an Air Cavalry officer and served within the United States Army Aviation and graduated as an US Army Aviator. During his US service he trained on different fixed wing and rotary wing aircrafts within different Air Force, Navy and Army units.

Paolo terminated his US cooperation and preparation with the highest mention from his leadership and was sent back to the Italian Army to serve as an instructor and attack helicopter pilot.

Operational activity absorbed many years of Paolo’s career within different US, NATO and UN coalition forces in Somalia, Bosnia, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Lebanon leading airmobile units and was wounded in action.

During his operational services, Paolo was honoured with several military distinguishments receiving a mention as one of the best US/NATO coalition commanders by General John R. Allen former NATO/US troops Commander in Afghanistan.

During his service, he lead different units within kinetic operations and his first aim was always to bring everybody home while ensuring mission success.

Paolo witnesses several causalities within NATO and US units, being deeply involved in operations characterized by Troops in Contact (TIC). 

In the last part of his military career, Paolo served as project supervisor within the Test Pilot Center of the Italian Army Aviation and followed several programs, including the Full Operational Capability of the NH-90 helicopter in Afghanistan and the development of the new AH-229.

 

 

Paolo created and developed several technologies and obtained different patents, while he was still deployed and those minimum viable products became what today is the suite of innovation that ED Mission Systems SA is deploying within the sector. From Command and Control to Modelling and Simulation, Paolo packaged and realized the suite of ED Mission Systems’ software with a clear objective: Empowering Fighters’ Tactical Initiative.

The main requirement within the product developed had one single aspect in mind: operational use and experiences. Engineering development was driven directly by the experience and complex operations experienced by Paolo within modern battlefields, aiming to reduce collateral damages and ensure mission success. 

“Missions can be successful with no or reduced collateral damages, when plan and rehearsal are detailed, achievable anytime, anywhere, and crystal clear within the mind of operators”.

Paolo graduated from the École Supérieure de Commerce de Paris (ESCP Europe) with an Executive Master in Business Administration with First-Class Honour from the Chamber of Commerce of Paris, publishing the business model of what would than become ED Mission Systems SA and which was adopted by the European Defence Agency (EDA) to further innovate training and simulation. “Transforming European military training. How military simulation can save lives”.

Today Paolo is the co-founder and CEO of ED Mission Systems SA that developed since several years the powerful Mission Combat Architecture software suite in service within different NATO/US units and allies.


    	GENESIS of the MISSION COMBAT ARCHITECTURE (MCA)
	MCA: software planning, rehearsal, execution, after action review modules overview
	Example of potential configurations and retrofit of existing or legacy assets
	Operational example and usage of the MCA
	End user's conclusions
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 Operationalising Modern Platforms to Advance the Regeneration of Croatia's Rotary Force



[image: Colonel Krešimir Ražov]


Colonel Krešimir Ražov, Commander, 93rd Wing, Croatian Air Force

    	Enhancing logistics to match the new demands of modern rotary technology integrated into the Air Force
	Analysing data from ongoing procurement of new platforms and modernisation of legacy fleets
	Providing vertical lift support to civilian authorities
     

    





[image: clock]
15:00


 Session Reserved for Sponsor - Pathfinders
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 Afternoon Tea
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 Utilising Public-Private Partnerships to Unlock Enhanced Possibilities for Aviator Training



[image: Commodore Steve Jose]


Commodore Steve Jose, Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio, UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)

    	Why tap into industry for training delivery?
	Maintaining a cooperative relationship between military and industry partners
	Combining live and synthetic training methodologies
	Adapting culture and methodologies to the new aviator expectations 
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 Joint Presentation: NATO Helicopter Support and Training





    	Update on rotary wing aspects of the NSPA Aviation Support Programme.
	Introducing the NFTE HVP – history, status, vision
	Highlighting current and future helicopter pilot training courses and resources
	Preparing for manned-unmanned teaming with UAS platforms and pilots
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Mr Daniele Cucchi, Aviation Support Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
Daniele Cucchi is the Aviation Support Programme Manager at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

He has spent almost 40 years in the Italian Air Force, attending the Air Force Academy and graduating with a Master degree in Aeronautical Engineering.

During his career, he covered various roles dealing with fixed wing aircraft, rotorcraft and military jet engines, including international assignments.

Before joining NATO, he was responsible for the introduction into service of several new CH-47F and NH-90 helicopter as the Director of the Regional Technical Office of Milan of the Air Armaments and Airworthiness Directorate.



Daniele Cucchi left active duty four years ago with the rank of retired Brigadier General.

 



[image: Mr Jas Hawker]
View Bio



Mr Jas Hawker, Nation Flight Training Europe (NFTE) Principal Officer, Aviation Support Programme, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
Jas Hawker is the Principal Officer NATO Flight Training Europe at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

Jas spent almost 30 years in the Royal Air Force and has amassed over 5000 flying hours on the Tornado and Hawk aircraft. He has experience of working in the UK Ministry of Defence and operational Headquarters in Afghanistan and the Middle East, and he is a graduate of the Australian Advanced Command and Staff College.

Prior to joining NSPA Jas was responsible for the management and delivery of flying training for the Royal Air Force.
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 Joint Presentation: Update on the Status of the MHTC Development & EDA Transition





    	Reflecting on the EDA’s helicopter tactics and training courses
	Next steps for the EDA in transition to new priorities
	MHTC Achievements of fi rst year in operation
	Lessons drawn for further improving the training of aviators and multinational forces in the MHTC
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Mr José Pablo Romera, Project Officer Rotary Wing, European Defence Agency (EDA)
José Pablo Romera began his career in 1998 graduating from the Spanish Army Academy as a military field Engineer. He finalised his Army helicopter pilot course in 2000 and he was posted during 5 years to the 3rd Manoeuvre Helicopter Battalion, deploying to Kosovo and Kyrgyzstan in the years 2000 and 2002.



Between the years 2005 and 2010, he was employed by the Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation (OCCAR), located in Bonn (Germany) to work as technical manager of the French/Spanish Tiger HAD helicopter, responsible for all the technical activities related to its development. 

He returned to the organization during the period 2013 to 2017 as HAD Type Manager, with overall responsibility for the through life management of the Tiger HAD programme, in charge for the qualification of the Tiger HAD helicopter and the delivery of more than 30 helicopters to the French and Spanish Armed Forces.



From the year 2017, he has been working at the European Defence Agency (EDA) as Project Officer Rotary Wing, managing EDA helicopter programmes and new initiatives.



He graduated from the Spanish Defence College and he is a certified Project Manager Professional (PMP).



He is married and has 2 children.
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View Bio



Colonel Jorge Inácio, Commander, Multinational Helicopter Training Centre (MHTC)
Colonel Jorge Inacio joined Portuguese Air Force Academy in 1992 and, after finishing the course, served in the Tactical Air Transport and Search and Rescue Squadrons, flying around 3000 flight hours in the SA-316B Alouette III, SA-330 Puma and EH-101 Merlin. 

 

Served in the Air Command/Plans Branch, Portuguese Military University Institute as Joint Operations Planning teacher and, in the EUMS/Concepts and Capabilities Directorate (CONCAP)/Force and Capability Branch (FORCAP) as action officer and deputy Branch Chief.



Has the Degree (Pre Bologna) in Military Aeronautical Sciences, specialty of Pilot, Course for Promotion to Senior Officer, Joint Staff Course and Postgraduate in Military Sciences, Security and Defence.

 




[image: clock]
17:00


 Joint Q&A: Meeting Challenges in Rotary Wing Training for Regional Militaries





    	Audience questions to focus session speakers
	Speaker response to other focus session presentations
	Reflections on regional progress and challenges in updating training
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Commodore Steve Jose, Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio, UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)
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View Bio



Mr José Pablo Romera, Project Officer Rotary Wing, European Defence Agency (EDA)
José Pablo Romera began his career in 1998 graduating from the Spanish Army Academy as a military field Engineer. He finalised his Army helicopter pilot course in 2000 and he was posted during 5 years to the 3rd Manoeuvre Helicopter Battalion, deploying to Kosovo and Kyrgyzstan in the years 2000 and 2002.



Between the years 2005 and 2010, he was employed by the Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation (OCCAR), located in Bonn (Germany) to work as technical manager of the French/Spanish Tiger HAD helicopter, responsible for all the technical activities related to its development. 

He returned to the organization during the period 2013 to 2017 as HAD Type Manager, with overall responsibility for the through life management of the Tiger HAD programme, in charge for the qualification of the Tiger HAD helicopter and the delivery of more than 30 helicopters to the French and Spanish Armed Forces.



From the year 2017, he has been working at the European Defence Agency (EDA) as Project Officer Rotary Wing, managing EDA helicopter programmes and new initiatives.



He graduated from the Spanish Defence College and he is a certified Project Manager Professional (PMP).



He is married and has 2 children.
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Colonel Jorge Inácio, Commander, Multinational Helicopter Training Centre (MHTC)
Colonel Jorge Inacio joined Portuguese Air Force Academy in 1992 and, after finishing the course, served in the Tactical Air Transport and Search and Rescue Squadrons, flying around 3000 flight hours in the SA-316B Alouette III, SA-330 Puma and EH-101 Merlin. 

 

Served in the Air Command/Plans Branch, Portuguese Military University Institute as Joint Operations Planning teacher and, in the EUMS/Concepts and Capabilities Directorate (CONCAP)/Force and Capability Branch (FORCAP) as action officer and deputy Branch Chief.



Has the Degree (Pre Bologna) in Military Aeronautical Sciences, specialty of Pilot, Course for Promotion to Senior Officer, Joint Staff Course and Postgraduate in Military Sciences, Security and Defence.
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Mr Jas Hawker, Nation Flight Training Europe (NFTE) Principal Officer, Aviation Support Programme, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
Jas Hawker is the Principal Officer NATO Flight Training Europe at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

Jas spent almost 30 years in the Royal Air Force and has amassed over 5000 flying hours on the Tornado and Hawk aircraft. He has experience of working in the UK Ministry of Defence and operational Headquarters in Afghanistan and the Middle East, and he is a graduate of the Australian Advanced Command and Staff College.

Prior to joining NSPA Jas was responsible for the management and delivery of flying training for the Royal Air Force.
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 Applying the SOF approach: Driving a more Agile and Flexible RNAF to Better Prepare for a More Challenging and Unpredictable Environment



[image: Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hoogsteder]


Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hoogsteder, Head Section Cougar, Caracal & SOFAIR, Helicopter Operations Branch, Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNAF)

    	Unpacking the RNAF SOF Approach
	Analysing the security and operational environment – the need for greater agility and flexibility
	Applying the RNAF approach to the prepare the RNAF
	Applying the RNAF approach to improve regional & multinational SOF rotary force
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 Exploring the Role of Helicopter SOF Units in an Environment of Near-Peer Strategic Competition



[image: Lieutenant Colonel Till Vromans]
View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel Till Vromans, Air Development Division Branch Head Training & Exercise, NATO Allied Special Operation Forces Command (SOFCOM)
Section: NSHQ Duty Title: Air Development Division / Branch Head Air Training & Exercise

Previous Assignment: DEU Air Operations Command, DEU SOAC, Director J-35, Kalkar (DEU)

Professional Experience Summary:

1996 – 1997: Army Air Defence Btn 7/ Basic Training

1997 – 1999: Army Aviaton School/ Basic Helicopter Pilot Training

1999 – 2013: Army Aviation Btn 6 & 30/ Helicopter Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”

2000: Army Officers Academy Degree

2011 – 2017: Instructor Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”/ H145M“LUH-SOF” 

2013 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Helicopter Weapon Instructor 

2014 – 2015: DEU Rapid Response Division/ J-3 Air RW Tasking 

2015 – 2017: DEU Air Force Helicopter Wing 64/ OT&E Pilot H145M“LUH-SOF”

2017 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Chief Instructor Helicopter Tactics

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ J5 SME RW SOF Air

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ DEU JFAC DepDir JPRCC

2019: DEU Leadership Academy/ Staff Officer Degree

2019 – 2020: DEU Air Operations Command/ Project Group SOATG HQ (DEU)

2021 – 2022: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 SOATG HQ (DEU)

2023: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 DEU SOAC

Deployments:

2003 / 2010 NATO KFOR (Kosovo)

2012 NATO ISAF TAC RC North Kunduz (Afghanistan)


    	Utilising the unique capabilities of rotary platforms to facilitate the full contribution of SOF operations
	The impact of operational and strategic shifts on the tasks and risks facing SOF forces
	Adapting SOF aviation units to fully exploit technological opportunities
	Furthering allied interoperability in the field of special operations
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 Joint Q&A: Maximising Rotary Support for National and Multinational Elite and SOFOperations 





    	Audience questions to focus session speakers
	Speaker response to other focus session presentations
	Reflections on regional progress and challenges in regional SOFCOM capabilities
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Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hoogsteder, Head Section Cougar, Caracal & SOFAIR, Helicopter Operations Branch, Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNAF)
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View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel Till Vromans, Air Development Division Branch Head Training & Exercise, NATO Allied Special Operation Forces Command (SOFCOM)
Section: NSHQ Duty Title: Air Development Division / Branch Head Air Training & Exercise

Previous Assignment: DEU Air Operations Command, DEU SOAC, Director J-35, Kalkar (DEU)

Professional Experience Summary:

1996 – 1997: Army Air Defence Btn 7/ Basic Training

1997 – 1999: Army Aviaton School/ Basic Helicopter Pilot Training

1999 – 2013: Army Aviation Btn 6 & 30/ Helicopter Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”

2000: Army Officers Academy Degree

2011 – 2017: Instructor Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”/ H145M“LUH-SOF” 

2013 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Helicopter Weapon Instructor 

2014 – 2015: DEU Rapid Response Division/ J-3 Air RW Tasking 

2015 – 2017: DEU Air Force Helicopter Wing 64/ OT&E Pilot H145M“LUH-SOF”

2017 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Chief Instructor Helicopter Tactics

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ J5 SME RW SOF Air

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ DEU JFAC DepDir JPRCC

2019: DEU Leadership Academy/ Staff Officer Degree

2019 – 2020: DEU Air Operations Command/ Project Group SOATG HQ (DEU)

2021 – 2022: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 SOATG HQ (DEU)

2023: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 DEU SOAC

Deployments:

2003 / 2010 NATO KFOR (Kosovo)

2012 NATO ISAF TAC RC North Kunduz (Afghanistan)
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 Chair's Closing Remarks and Close of Day One
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View Bio



Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák, Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.
His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.
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 Chair's Opening Remarks
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View Bio



Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák, Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.
His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.
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 Supporting Key Czech Military and Civilian Requirements with the Transport Helicopter Fleet



[image: Brigadier General Jaroslav Falta]


Brigadier General Jaroslav Falta, Commander, 24th Air Transportation Base, Czech Air Force

    	Where the transport rotary fleet fits into the Czech Air Force aims
	Overcoming challenges for maintaining legacy platforms
	Contributing to civilian requirements
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 Completing the Modernisation of the HDF Fleet



[image: Colonel Dr Tamás Bali ]
View Bio



Colonel Dr Tamás Bali , Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)
Colonel Tamás Bali PhD started his military carrier as a helicopter co-pilot in 1996. From 2001, he was promoted to be Pilot in-command on Mi–8 transport helicopter. Half a year later, he became an A7 officer. From 2003 he was promoted to be the chief of the Air training and Operations detachment at Hungarian Defense Force’s 86th Szolnok Helicopter Wing. Later this year, he became an instructor pilot on the Mi–8 helicopter.



He continued his military carrier at the Hungarian Joint Force Command’s Flight Training Department as a J7 officer from 2007, then he became this Department’s deputy commander. Following this, he was assigned to work at the Hungarian Ministry of Defense as a J3 officer.



Returning back to Szolnok in 2015, he was promoted to be a deputy base commander, at present he is the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base’s commander. Recently (apart from a lot others), he deals with pilot preselection and training.

 


    	Operationalising the H225M transport platform
	Maximising H225M commonality with the H145M fleet
	Trialling integration of additional weapons and weapons-management systems to maximise operational effectiveness
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 Reinforcing Helicopter Capabilities and Allied Interoperability to meet National and Regional Challenges



[image: Lieutenant Colonel Miha Vencelj]


Lieutenant Colonel Miha Vencelj, Commander, 151st Rotary Wing Squadron, Air Force and Air Defence, Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF)

    	Extending the operational capabilities of the air force through procuring the AW139M
	Overview of the contribution of rotary platforms to JTAC Exercise Adriatic Strike 23
	The contribution of rotary platforms to aiding national and regional national disaster response
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 Morning Coffee
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 Maximising Availability and Usability of Lithuania’s New and Upgraded Rotary Wing Platforms
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View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel Andrius Stuknys, Commander, Maintenance Depot, Lithuanian Air Force
DATE OF BIRTH: 1978-01-19



PLACE OF BIRTH: Joniskis, Lithuania.



FAMILY: Married, has a son and a daughter.



EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

 

	2000 m. Kaunas Technology University, bachelor's degree in electrical engineering
	2002 m. Kaunas Technology University, master's degree in electronics engineering
	2003 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, commanders course
	2005 m. General Adolf Ramanauskas Warfare Training Centre, environmental specialist courses
	2006 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, Air Force Captain Course
	2009 m. Polytechnic Institute of Turin, Italy, the International Aeronautical Engineering II level specialized master studies
	2009 m. EAS training facility in Italy, logistical support course
	2010 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, the maintenance organization certifying staff human factor training
	2011 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in energetic engineering
	2013 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, aircraft fuel tanks operating courses
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Alenia Aermacchi”, aircraft C-27J service managers course
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Airbus Helicopters”, helicopter AS-365 Dauphin T4 level course
	2015 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Part - 145 and Part - M courses
	2019 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in mechanic engineering
	2020 m. Baltic Defence College, Joint Command and General Staff Course (JCGSC).


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

	2003 06 26 - 2004 09 30 Air Force I Aviation Base technical group, aircraft maintenance and periodic work, the head of radio-electronic equipment repair and periodic maintenance section
	2004 10 01 - 2007 10 27 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, avionics repair works and periodic maintenance department, the chief of radio-electronic equipment section
	2009 08 01 - 2012 09 30 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, Quality Control Department, engineer of radio-electronic equipment
	2012 10 01 - 2014 10 26 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot Technic repair and maintenance squadron commander
	2014 10 27 - 2018 09 17 Deputy Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot
	2018 09 17 - 2019 08 12 LAF Engineering service, senior engineer for radio communication and navigation
	2020 07 10 Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot


 


    	Preparing air force technology and procedures to match the advanced capabilities of the UH-60M Black Hawk
	Cooperation with the US Armed Forces to train aviators for new platforms.
	Improving maintenance and logistics measures to increase robustness and effectiveness
	Regional cooperation and interoperability measures
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 French Air and Space Force Helicopters: A Vision for 2035 and More
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View Bio



Colonel Pierre Madej, Capability Development Coherence Officer, French Air and Space Force
OVERVIEW

	Born on January 15th, 1973 in Lille (59)
	Married, father of two
	Graduated from the Ecole de l'Air in 1994
	Licensed as a helicopter pilot in May 1998
	3000 hours of flight time


CAREER

	1998 - BA 114 Aix les Milles : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2001 - BA 125 Istres : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2002 - BA 701 Toulouse Francazal : Helicopter Crew Training Centre 00.341 "Maurienne« - instructor
	2004 - EALAT Le Luc: Ecole de l’Aviation Légère de l’Armée de Terre, Air section leader 00.324
	2008 - Ecole Militaire: Collège interarmées de défense (French War College) 16th Class
	2009 - BA 128 Metz Frescaty : Second in command of CIEH 00.341 "Maurienne
	2011 - BA 115 Orange: Commander of CIEH 00.341 « Colonel Alexis Santini »
	2013 - Ilôt Saint Germain then Balard : Armed Forces General Staff
	2019 - BA 106 Bordeaux-Mérignac: Air Base Commander
	2021 - PARIS BALARD: French Air and Space Staff


DETACHMENTS

	2000 and 2002 : Gabon, Fennec pilot at Libreville Air Detachment
	2010 : Afghanistan, operation PAMIR, air deputy of the joint helicopter battalion


PROMOTION

	Colonel : 01/06/2016


DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Legion of Honour
	Officer of the National Order of Merit
	Aeronautic Medal



    	Enforcing 3D security
	Ambition for High Intensity operations
	Next generation helicopter
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 Modernising Portuguese Rotary Wing Capabilities to Support Long Range SAR Operations in Challenging Environments



[image: Captain Jorge Liquito]


Captain Jorge Liquito, AW119 Fleet Manager, Portuguese Air Force

    	Overview of current Portuguese Air Force rotary wing capabilities
	751 Squadron Operation: overview and mission objectives
	C2 and logistic demands for ultra-long range missions of Europe’s largest SAR area
	Future plans and priorities
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 Comprehensively Preparing Finnish Military Helicopters for High Intensity Joint Operations in the High North
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View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel Jaakko Kauppinen, Head of Army Aviation, Finnish Defence Force (FDF)
Career:

	1999-starting as a conscript in Air force.
	Fixed wing trainers,
	MD-500
	MI-8
	NH90
	Pilot, PIC, IP, FL
	Chief of NH90 Company, Helicopter Battalion
	High Staff Officer Course, FIN Defense University
	Chief of Army Flight Training, Army Command
	Commanding Officer of Helicopter Battalion, Utti Jager Regiment
	Chief of Army Aviation (NH90 HOD), Army Command


 


    	Overview of the composition and posture of Army Aviation for peace and war
	Specific challenges posed by the Finnish Operating Environment
	Advancing Interoperability with NATO and Nordic Allies
	Future Force Development
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 Networking Lunch
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 Sustaining and Advancing NATO Military Power in Europe through US Rotary Capability and Interoperability Measures
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Colonel Ryan Kendall, Commander, 12th  Combat Aviation Brigade, US Army Europe    

    	US Army perspective on the contribution of rotary aviation to near-peer conflict
	New capabilities provided by the AH-64E Version 6 Apache Guardians
	12th Combat Aviation Brigade measures to maximise European allied interoperability
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 Ensuring a Battle-Ready Helicopter Capability to Support the ManoeuvristEnsuring a Battle-Ready Helicopter Capability to Support the Manoeuvrist Approach in Land Operations



[image: Colonel Guido Krahl]
View Bio



Colonel Guido Krahl, Branch Chief Army Aviation, German Army Concepts and Capabilities Development Centre (ACCDC)
	01.07.1986 entering military service
	1989 - 1993 university of armed forces Munich;
	Diploma in computer science
	1993 - 2001 section lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 16 in Celle
	2001 - 2004 flight lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2004 - 2006 squadron commander (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2006 - 2008 S3 staff officer and deputy battaillion commander antitank helicopter bataillion 361 in Fritzlar
	2008 - 2010 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs and S3 staff officer, army concept development centre in Cologne
	2011 - 2013 head of G4 department, air manoeuvre brigade 1 in Fritzlar
	2013 - 2015 chief of staff, international helicopter training centre in Bückeburg
	2015 - 2017 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs, army command I 1 (1) in Strausberg
	2017 - 2021 head of branch EMAR realization, army command in Strausberg
	Since 2021 head of branch army aviation, army concept development centre in Cologne
	Since 2021 Chairman NATO HISWG (helicopter interservice working group)



    	Aiding deterrence and effective operations through improvingGermany’s rotary wing heavy lift
	Overhauling attack helicopter capabilities
	Specific avionics and technical requirements demanded by the German manoeuvrist approach
	Improving sustainment and availability – implementing lessons from theTiger programme
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 The Role of 112CW Helicopters in Supporting Greek, EU and NATO Interests in the South-East Mediterranean Theatre
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View Bio



Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos, 384 SAR Squadron Commander, Hellenic Air Force
 Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos, was born in Reutlingen of West Germany in 1977 and is currently leaving in Magoula Athens.

 

In 1996, he joined the Hellenic Airforce Academy and graduated in 2000 as a 2nd Lieutenant. He was first assigned in 114CW as a jet fighter pilot in Mirage F1CG and in 2003 he was assigned in 112CW, as a SAR Helicopter pilot.

 

From August of 2023, he is the Commander of 384 SAR Sqn, responsible for maintaining efficiency and readiness to a high standard with the appropriate organization, personnel training and maintenance of the available means, in order to assume and successfully carry out Search and Rescue operations (SAR), Combat Search and Rescue operations (CSAR) and other Missions for the Common and Social Good, whenever required according to HAF’s Operational Plans.

 

He has over 2800 of flight hours in Helicopters (AS-332C1, AW109ST & AB-205) & over 500 in fixed wings (Mirage F1CG, T-2, T-37 & T-41). He is a Test pilot, a Flight instructor, a Flight Examiner and an ICAO inspector for the Hellenic Joint Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC).

 

Besides his flight duties, he has also assigned as: 

•	The Aide-de-camp of HAF Support Commander, 

•	Flight Safety Officer in “Andreas Papandreou” Air Force Base in Pafos Cyprus, 

•	Head of “Operational Training” of the HAF General Staff, 

•	National Representative to the Air to Air Refueling Working Group (NATO AARWG), 

•	National Representative and a Steering Group Member, in the Tactical Leadership Program (TLP).

 


    	Eastern Mediterranean Brief Regional Analysis & Main Strategic Interests
	Overview of 112 Combat Wing Capabilities to SAR/CSAR and MEDEVAC Missions
	Mass Rescue Operations (MRO) Challenges
	Commanders Operational Priorities
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 Afternoon Tea
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 Operationalising the NGRC
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View Bio



Mr Cyril Heckel, Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
Cyril Heckel is currently Acquisition and Development Officer at NSPA leading the integration activities (for Concept Stage) of the Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability project on behalf of the Participating Nations.

He has been working within international defense programme environment for the last 16 years, operating 7 years at OCCAR and the last 4 years at NSPA.

He concluded his 23-year Naval officer career in 2018 where he served on several operational units between 1997 and 2002 before directing his career towards Naval Programme Management.

He has been leading the NGRC Preparation activities before the Concept Stage since 2021 and has extensive experience in leading high-level performance teams for defense armament Programmes and he strongly supports dedication to customers’ satisfaction by establishing a solid acquisition framework, by developing relevant requirements and by securing needed funding.


    	Introducing the ‘Concept of Operation’ of the NGRC
	Exploiting new technological developments and opportunities for a future-proof platform
	Cooperation with allied next-generation platform developments
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 Incorporating Anticipated Operational Challenges and Technological Opportunities to Prepare Italy’s Rotary Wing Forces for Success in Future Combat



[image: Brigadier General Luca Piperni]
View Bio



Brigadier General Luca Piperni, Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate , Italian MoD
Basic Training, 1990-1995

Brigadier General Luca PIPERNI was born in Udine, Italy on 20th April 1972. He attended the Italian

Army Military Academy in Modena and Turin from 1990 to 1995 (172° Course) and graduated with

university degree in political science. He received his Commission as an Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in

1992. After that, upon completion of his Officer’s training, he was appointed as an Anti-Aircraft

Artillery (AAA) 1st Lieutenant.

Experience,1995 - 1998/2000 - 2004/2013 - 2015/ 2019 - 2021

	Helicopter Pilot, 1998 - 2000:
	As a Company Grade Officer: Deputy Commander of an Anti-Aircraft Artillery battery while serving with 18th AAA Regiment "Sforzesca" in Rimini (1995-96)
	Cadet platoon leader at the Military Academy of Modena (1996-1998)
	Flight Squadron Commander at the 7th Army Aviation Regiment "Vega" in Rimini (2000-2004)
	As a Field Grade Officer: Commander, 54th Army Aviation Group "Cefeo" of the 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" (2013-2015) 
	Commander of 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" in Bolzano (Sept. 2019- Apr. 2021).


Staff Activities, 2004 - 2013/ 2015 - 2018/ 2021:

	2004-2006: upon completion of the Army Staff Officers course in Turin, he was assigned to the
	Army General Staff in Rome where he served as a Staff Officer of Personnel Department.
	2009-2011: he served as a Staff Officer of Joint Center of Modelling & Simulation, Defence General
	Staff.
	2011-2013: upon completion of the Army Senior Staff Officers course in Rome, he served as a Staff
	Officer of the Army General Staff Planning and Finance Office.
	2015-2018: he was posted to the Cabinet Office of the Ministry of Defence, where he served as
	Head of Section and Division Chief of Military Policy Office.
	Apr.- Nov. 2021 he was assigned to the Operational Land Forces Command to conduct the pre deployment training for the position of DCOM of the NATO KFOR Mission.
	Courses, Assignments, and Operations Carried Out Abroad: Commander (2002 and 2003). In 2003 he attended the Captain Aviation Career Course at the USAACE in Ft. Rucker, Alabama. From 2006 to 2009 he served as a Staff Officer in the C4I Division – Technology Coordination Branch at NATO Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia (USA). From Jun. 2018 to Aug. 2019 he served as Task Force ITALAIR Commanding Officer and Italian National Contingent Commander in Naqoura within UNIFIL Mission in Lebanon. From nov. 2021t o nov. 2022 he served as Deputy Commander of the NATO KFOR mission.


Current Position: Deputy Director of the 4Th Department of the Italian Secretariat General of Defence and National Armaments Directorate.

Personal Data

Married to Mrs. Daniele. He has a son, Matteo, 17 years old.

 


    	Operational benefits by replacing legacy platforms with the next generation AW169 multi-role LUH
	Italian perspective on the NGRC programme
	Exploiting technological advances for new platform development and mid-life upgrades
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 Joint Q&A: Building Future-Proof Vertical Lift





    	Audience questions to focus session speakers
	Speaker response to other focus session presentations
	Reflections on military and industry opportunities and challenges for next-generation platforms and technologies
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Mr Cyril Heckel, Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)
Cyril Heckel is currently Acquisition and Development Officer at NSPA leading the integration activities (for Concept Stage) of the Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability project on behalf of the Participating Nations.

He has been working within international defense programme environment for the last 16 years, operating 7 years at OCCAR and the last 4 years at NSPA.

He concluded his 23-year Naval officer career in 2018 where he served on several operational units between 1997 and 2002 before directing his career towards Naval Programme Management.

He has been leading the NGRC Preparation activities before the Concept Stage since 2021 and has extensive experience in leading high-level performance teams for defense armament Programmes and he strongly supports dedication to customers’ satisfaction by establishing a solid acquisition framework, by developing relevant requirements and by securing needed funding.
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Brigadier General Luca Piperni, Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate , Italian MoD
Basic Training, 1990-1995

Brigadier General Luca PIPERNI was born in Udine, Italy on 20th April 1972. He attended the Italian

Army Military Academy in Modena and Turin from 1990 to 1995 (172° Course) and graduated with

university degree in political science. He received his Commission as an Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in

1992. After that, upon completion of his Officer’s training, he was appointed as an Anti-Aircraft

Artillery (AAA) 1st Lieutenant.

Experience,1995 - 1998/2000 - 2004/2013 - 2015/ 2019 - 2021

	Helicopter Pilot, 1998 - 2000:
	As a Company Grade Officer: Deputy Commander of an Anti-Aircraft Artillery battery while serving with 18th AAA Regiment "Sforzesca" in Rimini (1995-96)
	Cadet platoon leader at the Military Academy of Modena (1996-1998)
	Flight Squadron Commander at the 7th Army Aviation Regiment "Vega" in Rimini (2000-2004)
	As a Field Grade Officer: Commander, 54th Army Aviation Group "Cefeo" of the 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" (2013-2015) 
	Commander of 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" in Bolzano (Sept. 2019- Apr. 2021).


Staff Activities, 2004 - 2013/ 2015 - 2018/ 2021:

	2004-2006: upon completion of the Army Staff Officers course in Turin, he was assigned to the
	Army General Staff in Rome where he served as a Staff Officer of Personnel Department.
	2009-2011: he served as a Staff Officer of Joint Center of Modelling & Simulation, Defence General
	Staff.
	2011-2013: upon completion of the Army Senior Staff Officers course in Rome, he served as a Staff
	Officer of the Army General Staff Planning and Finance Office.
	2015-2018: he was posted to the Cabinet Office of the Ministry of Defence, where he served as
	Head of Section and Division Chief of Military Policy Office.
	Apr.- Nov. 2021 he was assigned to the Operational Land Forces Command to conduct the pre deployment training for the position of DCOM of the NATO KFOR Mission.
	Courses, Assignments, and Operations Carried Out Abroad: Commander (2002 and 2003). In 2003 he attended the Captain Aviation Career Course at the USAACE in Ft. Rucker, Alabama. From 2006 to 2009 he served as a Staff Officer in the C4I Division – Technology Coordination Branch at NATO Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia (USA). From Jun. 2018 to Aug. 2019 he served as Task Force ITALAIR Commanding Officer and Italian National Contingent Commander in Naqoura within UNIFIL Mission in Lebanon. From nov. 2021t o nov. 2022 he served as Deputy Commander of the NATO KFOR mission.


Current Position: Deputy Director of the 4Th Department of the Italian Secretariat General of Defence and National Armaments Directorate.

Personal Data

Married to Mrs. Daniele. He has a son, Matteo, 17 years old.
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Senior Represenative, Combat Aviation, Military Capability Plans, Futures Directorate, British Army
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 Chair’s Closing Remarks and Close of Day Two
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Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák, Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.
His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.
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                                Brigadier General Ferdinant Dimo

                                Commander

                                Albanian Air Force

                                Commander, Albanian Air Force

                                

                            


                        

                    


               

            

                

                    
                        
							
								
									[image: Brigadier General Jaroslav Falta]
								

							
                        

                    
                        

                            
                                Brigadier General Jaroslav Falta

                                Commander, 24th Air Transportation Base

                                Czech Air Force

                                Commander, 24th Air Transportation Base, Czech Air Force
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                                Brigadier General Luca Piperni

                                Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate 

                                Italian MoD

                                Deputy Department Director, 4th Department, National Armaments Directorate , Italian MoD

                                Basic Training, 1990-1995

Brigadier General Luca PIPERNI was born in Udine, Italy on 20th April 1972. He attended the Italian

Army Military Academy in Modena and Turin from 1990 to 1995 (172° Course) and graduated with

university degree in political science. He received his Commission as an Artillery 2nd Lieutenant in

1992. After that, upon completion of his Officer’s training, he was appointed as an Anti-Aircraft

Artillery (AAA) 1st Lieutenant.

Experience,1995 - 1998/2000 - 2004/2013 - 2015/ 2019 - 2021

	Helicopter Pilot, 1998 - 2000:
	As a Company Grade Officer: Deputy Commander of an Anti-Aircraft Artillery battery while serving with 18th AAA Regiment "Sforzesca" in Rimini (1995-96)
	Cadet platoon leader at the Military Academy of Modena (1996-1998)
	Flight Squadron Commander at the 7th Army Aviation Regiment "Vega" in Rimini (2000-2004)
	As a Field Grade Officer: Commander, 54th Army Aviation Group "Cefeo" of the 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" (2013-2015) 
	Commander of 4th Army Aviation Regiment "Altair" in Bolzano (Sept. 2019- Apr. 2021).


Staff Activities, 2004 - 2013/ 2015 - 2018/ 2021:

	2004-2006: upon completion of the Army Staff Officers course in Turin, he was assigned to the
	Army General Staff in Rome where he served as a Staff Officer of Personnel Department.
	2009-2011: he served as a Staff Officer of Joint Center of Modelling & Simulation, Defence General
	Staff.
	2011-2013: upon completion of the Army Senior Staff Officers course in Rome, he served as a Staff
	Officer of the Army General Staff Planning and Finance Office.
	2015-2018: he was posted to the Cabinet Office of the Ministry of Defence, where he served as
	Head of Section and Division Chief of Military Policy Office.
	Apr.- Nov. 2021 he was assigned to the Operational Land Forces Command to conduct the pre deployment training for the position of DCOM of the NATO KFOR Mission.
	Courses, Assignments, and Operations Carried Out Abroad: Commander (2002 and 2003). In 2003 he attended the Captain Aviation Career Course at the USAACE in Ft. Rucker, Alabama. From 2006 to 2009 he served as a Staff Officer in the C4I Division – Technology Coordination Branch at NATO Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia (USA). From Jun. 2018 to Aug. 2019 he served as Task Force ITALAIR Commanding Officer and Italian National Contingent Commander in Naqoura within UNIFIL Mission in Lebanon. From nov. 2021t o nov. 2022 he served as Deputy Commander of the NATO KFOR mission.


Current Position: Deputy Director of the 4Th Department of the Italian Secretariat General of Defence and National Armaments Directorate.

Personal Data

Married to Mrs. Daniele. He has a son, Matteo, 17 years old.
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                                Brigadier General Wolfgang Luttenberger

                                Commander, Aviation Support Brigade

                                Austrian Armed Forces

                                Commander, Aviation Support Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces

                                Marital status: Married, 1 adult daughter

Residence: Upper Austria and Kubschuetz, Germany

Civilian schooling: Primary, secondary school, high school, studies in political science and sociology.

Joined the armed forces: 1983, became an officer in 1984

Rank: Brigadier General since 2022

Military schooling: Theresian Military Academy in Wr. Neustadt (Bachelor’s Degree, 1984-1987), Flying School in Zeltweg and Langenlebarn, National Defence Academy in Vienna (Master’s Degree, 1994-1997), Staff officers logistics course of the French Army in Metz/France (1998), US Air War College in Montgomery/Alabama (Master’s Degree, 2000-2001), NATO Defense College in Rome/Italy (2013), top management course on Basics of Business Economics (2015).

Key positions during military career: Helicopter pilot since 1987, instructor pilot since 1990, different staff positions in 1st Helicopter Wing, G2/Air Division (1997), G4/Air Division 1997 till 2000, National Contingent Commander AUCON/KFOR in Kosovo (1999), Chief of planning division/Austrian International Peace Support Command (2000), MOD Air Staff (2001), Head of operations/plans/training division/Austrian Air Force 2002 till 2006, Commander 3rd Engineer Battalion 2009 till 2010, several times Commander Austrian Helicopter and Aviation Detachment EUFOR/ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Commander Air Support Brigade (2019), Chief Plans and Training Division and Deputy Chief of Expert Staff Air (2020), Deputy Director Military Aviation Division/Ministry of Defence.

Present position: Commander Aviation Brigade, Austrian Armed Forces

Responsibility: Planning, decision making and guidance for the preparation and execution of Supporting Air Operations and development of regulations for peace and wartime.

Duties include: Planning, management, supervision and consultation in above mentioned areas as well as advising highest military and political decision makers on mission related issues.

Additional tasks (amongst others) included: G3/Plans in MNB(S)/KFOR, AOCDir for Air Defence Operations.

During exercises A4/CJFACC, A3/CJFACC, J3/AirOps/CJFLCC, CO AOCC, observer of EDA HELIEX in GAP/France 2009, evaluator of Aviation Task Force and Airspace Management during European Advance 2010.

MoD representative at the Austrian Aeroclub Executive Board and the AEJPT Steering Committee.

Sub-project Manager/Operations for the C-130K, F-5E, Eurofighter, Jet Trainer and Multi-Purpose Helicopter programmes. Sub-project Manager/Training for the Cooperation in the Alpine Triangle project.

Accumulated more than 3,500 active flying hours, is currently examiner and instructor pilot on Agusta Bell 212MLU and AW169B. Chief of the Implementation Team for the Light Multi-Purpose Helicopter System AW169MA.

Hobbies: Table tennis, motorsports, computer technology, travelling.
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                                Captain Jorge Liquito

                                AW119 Fleet Manager

                                Portuguese Air Force

                                AW119 Fleet Manager, Portuguese Air Force
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                                Colonel Dr Tamás Bali 

                                Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing

                                Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)

                                Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)

                                Colonel Tamás Bali PhD started his military carrier as a helicopter co-pilot in 1996. From 2001, he was promoted to be Pilot in-command on Mi–8 transport helicopter. Half a year later, he became an A7 officer. From 2003 he was promoted to be the chief of the Air training and Operations detachment at Hungarian Defense Force’s 86th Szolnok Helicopter Wing. Later this year, he became an instructor pilot on the Mi–8 helicopter.



He continued his military carrier at the Hungarian Joint Force Command’s Flight Training Department as a J7 officer from 2007, then he became this Department’s deputy commander. Following this, he was assigned to work at the Hungarian Ministry of Defense as a J3 officer.



Returning back to Szolnok in 2015, he was promoted to be a deputy base commander, at present he is the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base’s commander. Recently (apart from a lot others), he deals with pilot preselection and training.
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                                Colonel Guido Krahl

                                Branch Chief Army Aviation

                                German Army Concepts and Capabilities Development Centre (ACCDC)

                                Branch Chief Army Aviation, German Army Concepts and Capabilities Development Centre (ACCDC)

                                	01.07.1986 entering military service
	1989 - 1993 university of armed forces Munich;
	Diploma in computer science
	1993 - 2001 section lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 16 in Celle
	2001 - 2004 flight lead (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2004 - 2006 squadron commander (BO 105P) antitank helicopter regiment 36 in Fritzlar
	2006 - 2008 S3 staff officer and deputy battaillion commander antitank helicopter bataillion 361 in Fritzlar
	2008 - 2010 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs and S3 staff officer, army concept development centre in Cologne
	2011 - 2013 head of G4 department, air manoeuvre brigade 1 in Fritzlar
	2013 - 2015 chief of staff, international helicopter training centre in Bückeburg
	2015 - 2017 speaker for air manoeuvre affairs, army command I 1 (1) in Strausberg
	2017 - 2021 head of branch EMAR realization, army command in Strausberg
	Since 2021 head of branch army aviation, army concept development centre in Cologne
	Since 2021 Chairman NATO HISWG (helicopter interservice working group)
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                                Colonel Jorge Inácio

                                Commander

                                Multinational Helicopter Training Centre (MHTC)

                                Commander, Multinational Helicopter Training Centre (MHTC)

                                Colonel Jorge Inacio joined Portuguese Air Force Academy in 1992 and, after finishing the course, served in the Tactical Air Transport and Search and Rescue Squadrons, flying around 3000 flight hours in the SA-316B Alouette III, SA-330 Puma and EH-101 Merlin. 

 

Served in the Air Command/Plans Branch, Portuguese Military University Institute as Joint Operations Planning teacher and, in the EUMS/Concepts and Capabilities Directorate (CONCAP)/Force and Capability Branch (FORCAP) as action officer and deputy Branch Chief.



Has the Degree (Pre Bologna) in Military Aeronautical Sciences, specialty of Pilot, Course for Promotion to Senior Officer, Joint Staff Course and Postgraduate in Military Sciences, Security and Defence.
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                                Colonel Krešimir Ražov

                                Commander, 93rd Wing

                                Croatian Air Force

                                Commander, 93rd Wing, Croatian Air Force
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                                Colonel Pierre Madej

                                Capability Development Coherence Officer

                                French Air and Space Force

                                Capability Development Coherence Officer, French Air and Space Force

                                OVERVIEW

	Born on January 15th, 1973 in Lille (59)
	Married, father of two
	Graduated from the Ecole de l'Air in 1994
	Licensed as a helicopter pilot in May 1998
	3000 hours of flight time


CAREER

	1998 - BA 114 Aix les Milles : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2001 - BA 125 Istres : Helicopter Squadron 5/67 "Alpilles« - pilot
	2002 - BA 701 Toulouse Francazal : Helicopter Crew Training Centre 00.341 "Maurienne« - instructor
	2004 - EALAT Le Luc: Ecole de l’Aviation Légère de l’Armée de Terre, Air section leader 00.324
	2008 - Ecole Militaire: Collège interarmées de défense (French War College) 16th Class
	2009 - BA 128 Metz Frescaty : Second in command of CIEH 00.341 "Maurienne
	2011 - BA 115 Orange: Commander of CIEH 00.341 « Colonel Alexis Santini »
	2013 - Ilôt Saint Germain then Balard : Armed Forces General Staff
	2019 - BA 106 Bordeaux-Mérignac: Air Base Commander
	2021 - PARIS BALARD: French Air and Space Staff


DETACHMENTS

	2000 and 2002 : Gabon, Fennec pilot at Libreville Air Detachment
	2010 : Afghanistan, operation PAMIR, air deputy of the joint helicopter battalion


PROMOTION

	Colonel : 01/06/2016


DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Legion of Honour
	Officer of the National Order of Merit
	Aeronautic Medal
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                                Colonel Ryan Kendall

                                Commander, 12th  Combat Aviation Brigade

                                US Army Europe    

                                Commander, 12th  Combat Aviation Brigade, US Army Europe    
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                                Colonel Stefan Okos

                                Commander 51st Helicopter Wing Prešov

                                Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic

                                Commander 51st Helicopter Wing Prešov, Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic

                                Commissioned in 1997 and graduated of Air Force Academy, Košice, Slovakia in 2002 as an engineer of electrical systems than I went over flight training.

I have flown the Mi-24, Mi-17, Schweizer, Bell-206, nowadays UH-60M and currently I am an active instructor, display pilot with over 2700 hours.
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                                Colonel Zsolt Simon

                                Deputy Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing

                                Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)

                                Deputy Commander, 86 Helicopter Wing, Hungarian Defence Forces (HDF)

                                Col. Zsolt Simon was infected with the aviation during high school when he started gliding on the nearby airfield in Szolnok city when he was 14.



After high school he joined the military and started his pilot training in 1993 in the Air Force Collage. He graduated as a helicopter pilot in 1997 and started his military pilot career as a pilot on Mi-8 and Mi-17 helicopters. Three years later, he was promoted to an instructor and became the flight safety officer of the transport helicopter squadron. He also completed a fixed wing training in the Nato Flying Training Program in Canada (NFTC) on the TEXAN CT156 aircraft. After that course, he moved to the wing staff level of the Szolnok Helicopter Base as an executive training officer.



During his career, he led two helicopter-training missions in Afghanistan where he and his team was responsible to train tactics to the afghan Mi-17 pilots.From 2015 to 2019 he was the Chief of Flight Training of the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base. In April 2020 he was assigned to Command the Transport Helicopter Squadron at the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base and became the chief instructor on H145M helicopters. In 2022 he was promoted to colonel and became the deputy commander of the 86th Szolnok Helicopter Base.



He has more than 2500 flight hours on helicopters and 300 hours on fixed winged aircraft.
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                                Commodore Steve Jose

                                Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio

                                UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)

                                Head, UK Military Flight Training Systems (UKMFTS) Portfolio, UK Defence Equipment & Support (DE&S)
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                                Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Paolo Trotta

                                CEO & Founder

                                ED Mission Systems SA

                                CEO & Founder, ED Mission Systems SA

                                Paolo “Tomahawk” Trotta was born on July 31st 1981 in San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy. Trotta family name originated from the distinguished Von Trotha northern Europe military family. Son of an Italian Air Force officer and the oldest of 2 child, he studied in Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Usa and was educated as a Roman Catholic.

 

Paolo was accepted into the Italian Army Military Academy and attended it for five years in 1999. He graduated and received his Master Degree in Strategic Science with First-Class Honours from the University of Turin and his master degree thesis “The air power within the United States of America military strategy: analysis of the operations conducted in the skies of Iraq”.

After the Military Academy, Paolo was commissioned as a cavalry officer in the Italian Army and deployed within tank and RECCE units where he obtained the JTAC qualification. 

Paolo was trained in several NATO countries achieving different qualifications including the one as Instructor of Commando Techniques from the French Commando Training Centre (CNEC);

Later, Paolo qualified as an Air Cavalry officer and served within the United States Army Aviation and graduated as an US Army Aviator. During his US service he trained on different fixed wing and rotary wing aircrafts within different Air Force, Navy and Army units.

Paolo terminated his US cooperation and preparation with the highest mention from his leadership and was sent back to the Italian Army to serve as an instructor and attack helicopter pilot.

Operational activity absorbed many years of Paolo’s career within different US, NATO and UN coalition forces in Somalia, Bosnia, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Lebanon leading airmobile units and was wounded in action.

During his operational services, Paolo was honoured with several military distinguishments receiving a mention as one of the best US/NATO coalition commanders by General John R. Allen former NATO/US troops Commander in Afghanistan.

During his service, he lead different units within kinetic operations and his first aim was always to bring everybody home while ensuring mission success.

Paolo witnesses several causalities within NATO and US units, being deeply involved in operations characterized by Troops in Contact (TIC). 

In the last part of his military career, Paolo served as project supervisor within the Test Pilot Center of the Italian Army Aviation and followed several programs, including the Full Operational Capability of the NH-90 helicopter in Afghanistan and the development of the new AH-229.

 

 

Paolo created and developed several technologies and obtained different patents, while he was still deployed and those minimum viable products became what today is the suite of innovation that ED Mission Systems SA is deploying within the sector. From Command and Control to Modelling and Simulation, Paolo packaged and realized the suite of ED Mission Systems’ software with a clear objective: Empowering Fighters’ Tactical Initiative.

The main requirement within the product developed had one single aspect in mind: operational use and experiences. Engineering development was driven directly by the experience and complex operations experienced by Paolo within modern battlefields, aiming to reduce collateral damages and ensure mission success. 

“Missions can be successful with no or reduced collateral damages, when plan and rehearsal are detailed, achievable anytime, anywhere, and crystal clear within the mind of operators”.

Paolo graduated from the École Supérieure de Commerce de Paris (ESCP Europe) with an Executive Master in Business Administration with First-Class Honour from the Chamber of Commerce of Paris, publishing the business model of what would than become ED Mission Systems SA and which was adopted by the European Defence Agency (EDA) to further innovate training and simulation. “Transforming European military training. How military simulation can save lives”.

Today Paolo is the co-founder and CEO of ED Mission Systems SA that developed since several years the powerful Mission Combat Architecture software suite in service within different NATO/US units and allies.
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Andrius Stuknys

                                Commander, Maintenance Depot

                                Lithuanian Air Force

                                Commander, Maintenance Depot, Lithuanian Air Force

                                DATE OF BIRTH: 1978-01-19



PLACE OF BIRTH: Joniskis, Lithuania.



FAMILY: Married, has a son and a daughter.



EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

 

	2000 m. Kaunas Technology University, bachelor's degree in electrical engineering
	2002 m. Kaunas Technology University, master's degree in electronics engineering
	2003 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, commanders course
	2005 m. General Adolf Ramanauskas Warfare Training Centre, environmental specialist courses
	2006 m. General Jonas Zemaitis Lithuanian Military Academy, Air Force Captain Course
	2009 m. Polytechnic Institute of Turin, Italy, the International Aeronautical Engineering II level specialized master studies
	2009 m. EAS training facility in Italy, logistical support course
	2010 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, the maintenance organization certifying staff human factor training
	2011 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in energetic engineering
	2013 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, aircraft fuel tanks operating courses
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Alenia Aermacchi”, aircraft C-27J service managers course
	2014 m. Aviation factory “Airbus Helicopters”, helicopter AS-365 Dauphin T4 level course
	2015 m. Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Part - 145 and Part - M courses
	2019 m. Siauliai University, master's degree in mechanic engineering
	2020 m. Baltic Defence College, Joint Command and General Staff Course (JCGSC).


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

	2003 06 26 - 2004 09 30 Air Force I Aviation Base technical group, aircraft maintenance and periodic work, the head of radio-electronic equipment repair and periodic maintenance section
	2004 10 01 - 2007 10 27 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, avionics repair works and periodic maintenance department, the chief of radio-electronic equipment section
	2009 08 01 - 2012 09 30 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot, Quality Control Department, engineer of radio-electronic equipment
	2012 10 01 - 2014 10 26 LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot Technic repair and maintenance squadron commander
	2014 10 27 - 2018 09 17 Deputy Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot
	2018 09 17 - 2019 08 12 LAF Engineering service, senior engineer for radio communication and navigation
	2020 07 10 Commander of LAF Armament and Equipment Repair Depot
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hoogsteder

                                Head Section Cougar, Caracal & SOFAIR, Helicopter Operations Branch

                                Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNAF)

                                Head Section Cougar, Caracal & SOFAIR, Helicopter Operations Branch, Royal Netherlands Air Force (RNAF)
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos

                                384 SAR Squadron Commander

                                Hellenic Air Force

                                384 SAR Squadron Commander, Hellenic Air Force

                                 Lieutenant Colonel Emmanouil Pouliopoulos, was born in Reutlingen of West Germany in 1977 and is currently leaving in Magoula Athens.

 

In 1996, he joined the Hellenic Airforce Academy and graduated in 2000 as a 2nd Lieutenant. He was first assigned in 114CW as a jet fighter pilot in Mirage F1CG and in 2003 he was assigned in 112CW, as a SAR Helicopter pilot.

 

From August of 2023, he is the Commander of 384 SAR Sqn, responsible for maintaining efficiency and readiness to a high standard with the appropriate organization, personnel training and maintenance of the available means, in order to assume and successfully carry out Search and Rescue operations (SAR), Combat Search and Rescue operations (CSAR) and other Missions for the Common and Social Good, whenever required according to HAF’s Operational Plans.

 

He has over 2800 of flight hours in Helicopters (AS-332C1, AW109ST & AB-205) & over 500 in fixed wings (Mirage F1CG, T-2, T-37 & T-41). He is a Test pilot, a Flight instructor, a Flight Examiner and an ICAO inspector for the Hellenic Joint Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC).

 

Besides his flight duties, he has also assigned as: 

•	The Aide-de-camp of HAF Support Commander, 

•	Flight Safety Officer in “Andreas Papandreou” Air Force Base in Pafos Cyprus, 

•	Head of “Operational Training” of the HAF General Staff, 

•	National Representative to the Air to Air Refueling Working Group (NATO AARWG), 

•	National Representative and a Steering Group Member, in the Tactical Leadership Program (TLP).
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Jaakko Kauppinen

                                Head of Army Aviation

                                Finnish Defence Force (FDF)

                                Head of Army Aviation, Finnish Defence Force (FDF)

                                Career:

	1999-starting as a conscript in Air force.
	Fixed wing trainers,
	MD-500
	MI-8
	NH90
	Pilot, PIC, IP, FL
	Chief of NH90 Company, Helicopter Battalion
	High Staff Officer Course, FIN Defense University
	Chief of Army Flight Training, Army Command
	Commanding Officer of Helicopter Battalion, Utti Jager Regiment
	Chief of Army Aviation (NH90 HOD), Army Command
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Miha Vencelj

                                Commander, 151st Rotary Wing Squadron, Air Force and Air Defence

                                Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF)

                                Commander, 151st Rotary Wing Squadron, Air Force and Air Defence, Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF)
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                                Lieutenant Colonel Till Vromans

                                Air Development Division Branch Head Training & Exercise

                                NATO Allied Special Operation Forces Command (SOFCOM)

                                Air Development Division Branch Head Training & Exercise, NATO Allied Special Operation Forces Command (SOFCOM)

                                Section: NSHQ Duty Title: Air Development Division / Branch Head Air Training & Exercise

Previous Assignment: DEU Air Operations Command, DEU SOAC, Director J-35, Kalkar (DEU)

Professional Experience Summary:

1996 – 1997: Army Air Defence Btn 7/ Basic Training

1997 – 1999: Army Aviaton School/ Basic Helicopter Pilot Training

1999 – 2013: Army Aviation Btn 6 & 30/ Helicopter Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”

2000: Army Officers Academy Degree

2011 – 2017: Instructor Pilot Bell UH-1D “Huey”/ H145M“LUH-SOF” 

2013 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Helicopter Weapon Instructor 

2014 – 2015: DEU Rapid Response Division/ J-3 Air RW Tasking 

2015 – 2017: DEU Air Force Helicopter Wing 64/ OT&E Pilot H145M“LUH-SOF”

2017 – 2021: European Defence Agency/ Chief Instructor Helicopter Tactics

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ J5 SME RW SOF Air

2017 – 2019: DEU Air Operations Command/ DEU JFAC DepDir JPRCC

2019: DEU Leadership Academy/ Staff Officer Degree

2019 – 2020: DEU Air Operations Command/ Project Group SOATG HQ (DEU)

2021 – 2022: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 SOATG HQ (DEU)

2023: DEU Air Operations Command/ Chief J-35 DEU SOAC

Deployments:

2003 / 2010 NATO KFOR (Kosovo)

2012 NATO ISAF TAC RC North Kunduz (Afghanistan)


                            


                        

                    


               

            

                

                    
                        
							
								
									[image: Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák]
								

							
                        

                    
                        

                            
                                Major General (Ret'd) Bohuslav Dvorák

                                Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant

                                AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.

                                Formely Deputy Chief of General Staff, Czech Armed Forces and Defence & Security Consultant, AERO Vodochody AEROSPACE a.s.

                                His Service experience began in 1983 as a helicopter pilot, from 1986 he took on a variety of command posts in the 11th Helicopter regiment such as Flight, Deputy Squadron and Squadron command roles. By 1993 He was Senior inspector – SO1 AVN, A3 Section, 3rd Tactical Air Force Corps HQ before 1997 when he was DACOS AIR, CZE Armed Forces Contingent HQ, SFOR, Bosnia-Herzegovina again returning to his previous role in 1999. He took on a variety of NATO roles including SO1 AVN, ACE Mobile Force (Land) Command, NATO, Heidelberg and DACOS J3Air –„Allied Harbor” operation, AFOR HQ, Albania.

 

After a number of other staff and command roles between 2002 and 2009 he reached the position of Deputy Chief of the Armed Forces Development & Operational Division; CZE Armed Forces General Staff taking full command from 2010 – 2012. On 8 May 2010 Promoted to the Brigadier General and by 2012 became Deputy Chief of the General Staff - Chief of Staff being promoted to the Major General on 28 October that year. By 2014 he was Deputy Minister of Defence for Acquisition before retiring from active and political service 2015 becoming Defence & Security Advisor to the Czech defense industry.
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                                Mr Cyril Heckel

                                Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager

                                NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability (NGRC) Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Cyril Heckel is currently Acquisition and Development Officer at NSPA leading the integration activities (for Concept Stage) of the Next Generation Rotorcraft Capability project on behalf of the Participating Nations.

He has been working within international defense programme environment for the last 16 years, operating 7 years at OCCAR and the last 4 years at NSPA.

He concluded his 23-year Naval officer career in 2018 where he served on several operational units between 1997 and 2002 before directing his career towards Naval Programme Management.

He has been leading the NGRC Preparation activities before the Concept Stage since 2021 and has extensive experience in leading high-level performance teams for defense armament Programmes and he strongly supports dedication to customers’ satisfaction by establishing a solid acquisition framework, by developing relevant requirements and by securing needed funding.
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                                Mr Daniele Cucchi

                                Aviation Support Programme Manager

                                NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Aviation Support Programme Manager, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Daniele Cucchi is the Aviation Support Programme Manager at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

He has spent almost 40 years in the Italian Air Force, attending the Air Force Academy and graduating with a Master degree in Aeronautical Engineering.

During his career, he covered various roles dealing with fixed wing aircraft, rotorcraft and military jet engines, including international assignments.

Before joining NATO, he was responsible for the introduction into service of several new CH-47F and NH-90 helicopter as the Director of the Regional Technical Office of Milan of the Air Armaments and Airworthiness Directorate.



Daniele Cucchi left active duty four years ago with the rank of retired Brigadier General.
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                                Mr Jas Hawker

                                Nation Flight Training Europe (NFTE) Principal Officer, Aviation Support Programme

                                NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Nation Flight Training Europe (NFTE) Principal Officer, Aviation Support Programme, NATO Support and Procurement Agency (NSPA)

                                Jas Hawker is the Principal Officer NATO Flight Training Europe at the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

Jas spent almost 30 years in the Royal Air Force and has amassed over 5000 flying hours on the Tornado and Hawk aircraft. He has experience of working in the UK Ministry of Defence and operational Headquarters in Afghanistan and the Middle East, and he is a graduate of the Australian Advanced Command and Staff College.

Prior to joining NSPA Jas was responsible for the management and delivery of flying training for the Royal Air Force.

 


                            


                        

                    


               

            

                

                    
                        
							
								
									[image: Mr José Pablo Romera]
								

							
                        

                    
                        

                            
                                Mr José Pablo Romera

                                Project Officer Rotary Wing

                                European Defence Agency (EDA)

                                Project Officer Rotary Wing, European Defence Agency (EDA)

                                José Pablo Romera began his career in 1998 graduating from the Spanish Army Academy as a military field Engineer. He finalised his Army helicopter pilot course in 2000 and he was posted during 5 years to the 3rd Manoeuvre Helicopter Battalion, deploying to Kosovo and Kyrgyzstan in the years 2000 and 2002.



Between the years 2005 and 2010, he was employed by the Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation (OCCAR), located in Bonn (Germany) to work as technical manager of the French/Spanish Tiger HAD helicopter, responsible for all the technical activities related to its development. 

He returned to the organization during the period 2013 to 2017 as HAD Type Manager, with overall responsibility for the through life management of the Tiger HAD programme, in charge for the qualification of the Tiger HAD helicopter and the delivery of more than 30 helicopters to the French and Spanish Armed Forces.



From the year 2017, he has been working at the European Defence Agency (EDA) as Project Officer Rotary Wing, managing EDA helicopter programmes and new initiatives.



He graduated from the Spanish Defence College and he is a certified Project Manager Professional (PMP).



He is married and has 2 children.
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                                Rear Admiral Giancarlo Ciappina

                                Director, 6th Naval Aviation Department and Commander, Fleet Air Arm

                                Italian Navy

                                Director, 6th Naval Aviation Department and Commander, Fleet Air Arm, Italian Navy

                                RADM Giancarlo Ciappina was born in Palermo on August 14, 1972.

He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1996, with a degree in Maritime and Naval Science.

He received his Naval Aviator "wings" in 1998, in Corpus Christi (US - Texas), as “fixed wings” pilot, and successfully completed his training as “rotary wings” pilot in Pensacola (US - Florida), in 1998.

He achieved combat readiness as Augusta Bell 212 Anti Submarine Warfare pilot and served, up to 2004, on board several ships of the fleet, being assigned to the 5th Helicopter Squadron, in Naval Air Station Luni (MARISTAELI LUNI).

In 2004 and 2005 he worked at the Naval Air Experiments and Tests Center - in MARISTAELI LUNI-focused in air weapons and equipment testing activities and helicopter/ship interface.

As operational AB 212 ASW pilot, he served as Flight Commander of Several Warships, among them Grecale and Scirocco Frigates and Patrol Vessel “Comandante Cicala Fulgosi”.

From 2005 to 2006, upon completion of the Naval Command School, he served as Commanding Officer of Patrol Vessel Spica, being employed mainly in illegal fishing surveillance operations, support to illegal immigration monitoring and Naval Command School, operating within the Mediterranean Sea.

From 2006 to 2010 he was assigned to the Air Warfare Department of the Italian Navy General Staff, where he was responsible for weapons, unmanned vehicle programs and for the NH90 helicopter acquisition program, as Project Officer for the Italian Navy.

From 2010 to 2012 he was appointed Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From 2012 to 2013 he served as Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2013 to 2014 he served as Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense, within the Cabinet of the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2014 to 2015 he served as Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense.

From 2015 to 2016 he served as Commanding Officer of ASW FREMM Frigate “Virginio FASAN”, mainly detached in the Mediterranean Sea during “Mare Sicuro” national operation and NATO Active Endeavor Operation.

From 2016 to 2019 he’s been Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy and Head of the General Secretariat of the Italian Navy General Staff and, in 2020, he’s been Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies, at the Italian Navy General Staff, participating in the Joint Board for the innovation of the Defence, established by the Chief of Italian Defence.

From 2020 to 2021 he served as Commanding Officer of the Italian Navy Flagship, the Aircraft Carrier Cavour, under his command, ITS Cavour was detached in Norfolk for the “Ready For Operation” campaign, aimed at the certification of the Carrier to operate the 5th generation of VSTOL jet, F-35B.

From September 2021 to the 15th June 2023 he’s been the executive Assistant to the Chief of the Italian Navy.

From June 16th 2023 he is the Director of the Naval Aviation Department at the Italian Navy GeneralStaff and Commander of the Italian Fleet Air Arm.

He’s been promoted Rear Admiral (LH) on January 1st, 2022.

Admiral Ciappina is married to Mrs. Mariarosaria.

 

MAJOR PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS

	Commanding Officer Patrol Vessel “Spica”
	Air Warfare Aviation-Plans & Requirements Branch, at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Head of the Office and Flag Lieutenant to the Chief of Italian Navy
	Head of the Office of the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Assistant to the Undersecretary of State for Defense
	Flag Lieutenant to the Italian Minister of Defense
	Commanding Officer Anti-Submarine Warfare FREMM Frigate “Virginio Fasan”
	Head of the Office of the Deputy Chief of the Italian Navy
	Commanding Officer of Aircraft Carrier “Cavour”
	Head of the Office for Outer Space and Innovative Technologies at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Navy


AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

	Knight of the Italian Miltary Order (OMI)
	Knight of the Order for Merit of the Italian Republic (OMRI)
	Silver Cross for service seniority
	Silver Medal for continuative air navigation
	Commemorative Medal and badge in recognition of “Iraqi Freedom – Antica Babilonia” operation
	Commemorative Medal in recognition of “Active Endeavor” operation
	Silver Badge of Honor for helicopter pilots
	Ribbon for continuative service at the Italian Navy General Staff
	Ribbon and traditional badge for continuative service at the Cabinet of the Minister of Defense
	Italian Navy Staff Course badge
	NATO Defense College Senior Course badge
	Institute for Strategic Studies for Defense (IASD) badge
	Ribbon of Merit for Military Naval Pilots operating on board naval units


EDUCATION

	Degree ln Maritime and Naval Science (Naval Academy / Pisa University)
	Naval Staff Course (Institute for Maritime Military Studies - Venice)
	Naval Command School (Augusta)
	Master in Public Information and Communication (CEIDA Public Administration School – Rome)
	124th Senior Course (NATO Defense College – Rome)
	71st Session of the Institute for Strategic Studies for Defence (CASD - Rome)
	Master in Global Strategy and Security (University of Turin)


OTHER LANGUAGES

	English
	French
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								View details
                                Airbus
                                Gold Sponsor
                                https://www.airbus.com/en
                                Airbus is a global pioneer in the aerospace industry, operating in the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space sectors. The Company is a leader in designing, manufacturing and delivering aerospace products, services and solutions to customers on a worldwide scale.


With 135,000 employees and as the largest aeronautics and space company in Europe and a worldwide leader, Airbus is at the forefront of the aviation industry. We build the most innovative commercial aircraft and consistently capture about half of all commercial airliner orders. Thanks to its deep understanding of changing market needs, customer focus and technological innovation, Airbus offers products that connect people and places via air and space.

All worldwide market activities across the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space businesses operate under the same Airbus brand, as will any future core business entities. Our brand is not just a logo, it represents our culture, our personality, our products and services and the way these are delivered.



Take a journey through some of the highlights of our company from the past 50 years on Airbus.com
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								View details
                                Leonardo
                                Gold Sponsor
                                http://www.leonardo.com
                                Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries and joint ventures and partnerships. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and Space).

Leonardo has developed remotely piloted systems and technologies across all domains, with significant investment in platforms, sensors, communications, control systems, in addition to counter-drone capabilities and technologies for uncrewed systems’ traffic management and air traffic control. The company’s continued development and integration of cutting-edge solutions across all domains of remotely-piloted and autonomous/semi-autonomous systems and technologies is a key element of Leonardo’s BeTomorrow2030 Strategic Plan
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                                Axnes Aviation develops and supplies advanced and highly durable wireless intercom solutions for use in and outside aircraft and in other demanding applications. AXNES is well known for its wireless ICS systems, and today more than 750 aircraft worldwide are equipped with AXNES wireless technology. The company has been supplying its wireless intercom systems to the industry for almost two decades and is an EASA Part 21 and Part 145 approved organization. AXNES is an approved supplier to OEMs such as Agusta Westland, Airbus Helicopters, Bell Helicopter and Sikorsky. 
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                                ED MISSION SYSTEMS SA, is a specialist in military multi-domain mission rehearsal software environments with its original HQ in Switzelrand and offices in United Arab Emirates and  Italy.

The company specializes in military multi-domain mission support and training software aids. The staff includes experienced engineers, managers, and artists who have worked in the military, software development, and aerospace industries. The staff is completed by experienced military subject matter experts such as aviators, land forces commanders and special forces operators, that served in the most recent warfare scenarios. MCA is a cost effective proprietary architecture software suite able to deliver an integrated and unique planning, training, rehearsal, execution and after action review cycle supporting the full operational cycle of modern asymmetric and symmetric warfare.
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We understand that the ultimate measure of quality is customer satisfaction. Our technical performance has been consistently rated outstanding by our customers. Every contract is fulfilled with exceptional quality, on schedule and at or below the contracted cost. We will meet or exceed your performance goals.
Our customers appreciate that we are innovative, productive and that we understand their needs. We strive to ensure our understanding of all aspects of the customer’s world. We respond to stated requirements but also explore the reasons behind the details of the requirements.
Pathfinder Systems is an established company, ready to help you meet your goals. We have served the advanced research and development efforts of the U.S. government, many of its prime contractors, and allied governments since 1985.  Focused on your organization’s needs, we can develop and provide solutions for the seamless interoperation and integration of your complex system requirements.
Our accounting system is approved and regularly reviewed by the Defense Contract Audit Agency. By providing on-time, on-cost, well-managed and technically superior performance, we give you the best value for your contract or subcontract dollars.
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                                Thales is a global leader in advanced technologies, investing in digital and “deep tech” innovations to build a confident future crucial for the development of our societies. Armed forces, governments and global organisations entrust Thales with helping them achieve and maintain security, tactical superiority and strategic independence in the face of any type of threat. Land forces all over the world rely on Thales's comprehensive array of cutting-edge vehicle optronics solutions to help them complete their missions safely and effectively in a wide range of battlespace environments.
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Editorial content comprises capability analysis, special reports & relevant news coverage from the region.
 
AMR provides information, opinion & facts allowing military professionals to track & understand defence developments worldwide, concerning equipment, training, organisation & doctrine issues. The magazine is a proven source keeping military professionals up to date on national & international defence & security issues.
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                                Defence Global provides an essential link between the Defence & Security Manufacturers and Suppliers, Government and Military sectors globally.

Defence Global is a quarterly, tri-service publication providing articles and informative analysis from respected journalists and writers worldwide to attract a sophisticated and broad audience.

Defence Global is published in February, May, August and November, with a professional and stylish design in both printed copy and digital format. The printed copies are perfect bound, full colour throughout with high quality art and photography.

Defence Global is used as a reference tool providing a professional and intelligent read. We work with industry experts and corporate clients to include Defence and Security Manufacturers and Suppliers, as well as Governments, MoDs, Military Authorities and Senior Management Teams.
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                                Defence Online is one of the fastest-growing communities of key decision makers representing defence sector buyers
and influencers within the Ministry of Defence, Prime Contractors and Industry.

Providing up-to-date and informative news, insight and intelligence, Defence Online allows organisations to engage
directly with a range of sector-based solutions, designed specifically to enhance their knowledge and understanding
of this ever-evolving marketplace.

No matter the size of your organisation, Defence Online has a range of advertising and marketing solutions to suit
your business development requirements, connecting you with a marketplace worth over £19 billion annually in the UK
alone.
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Operated by the team behind UnmannedSystemsTechnology.com, DA connects governments, armed forces and the entire defense and security supply chain, giving suppliers an online platform to showcase their technologies and capabilities.
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            Airbus is a global pioneer in the aerospace industry, operating in the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space sectors. The Company is a leader in designing, manufacturing and delivering aerospace products, services and solutions to customers on a worldwide scale.


With 135,000 employees and as the largest aeronautics and space company in Europe and a worldwide leader, Airbus is at the forefront of the aviation industry. We build the most innovative commercial aircraft and consistently capture about half of all commercial airliner orders. Thanks to its deep understanding of changing market needs, customer focus and technological innovation, Airbus offers products that connect people and places via air and space.

All worldwide market activities across the commercial aircraft, helicopters, defence and space businesses operate under the same Airbus brand, as will any future core business entities. Our brand is not just a logo, it represents our culture, our personality, our products and services and the way these are delivered.



Take a journey through some of the highlights of our company from the past 50 years on Airbus.com


        

        

    





    

    
        
            [image: sponsor image]
    

    
        
            Leonardo

        
            Gold Sponsor

        
            http://www.leonardo.com
        

        

        
            Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries and joint ventures and partnerships. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and Space).

Leonardo has developed remotely piloted systems and technologies across all domains, with significant investment in platforms, sensors, communications, control systems, in addition to counter-drone capabilities and technologies for uncrewed systems’ traffic management and air traffic control. The company’s continued development and integration of cutting-edge solutions across all domains of remotely-piloted and autonomous/semi-autonomous systems and technologies is a key element of Leonardo’s BeTomorrow2030 Strategic Plan
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            ED MISSION SYSTEMS SA, is a specialist in military multi-domain mission rehearsal software environments with its original HQ in Switzelrand and offices in United Arab Emirates and  Italy.

The company specializes in military multi-domain mission support and training software aids. The staff includes experienced engineers, managers, and artists who have worked in the military, software development, and aerospace industries. The staff is completed by experienced military subject matter experts such as aviators, land forces commanders and special forces operators, that served in the most recent warfare scenarios. MCA is a cost effective proprietary architecture software suite able to deliver an integrated and unique planning, training, rehearsal, execution and after action review cycle supporting the full operational cycle of modern asymmetric and symmetric warfare.
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            Pathfinder Systems, Inc. is a small business recognized for proven performance at the leading edge of systems engineering, software engineering, innovation, research and development.

We understand that the ultimate measure of quality is customer satisfaction. Our technical performance has been consistently rated outstanding by our customers. Every contract is fulfilled with exceptional quality, on schedule and at or below the contracted cost. We will meet or exceed your performance goals.
Our customers appreciate that we are innovative, productive and that we understand their needs. We strive to ensure our understanding of all aspects of the customer’s world. We respond to stated requirements but also explore the reasons behind the details of the requirements.
Pathfinder Systems is an established company, ready to help you meet your goals. We have served the advanced research and development efforts of the U.S. government, many of its prime contractors, and allied governments since 1985.  Focused on your organization’s needs, we can develop and provide solutions for the seamless interoperation and integration of your complex system requirements.
Our accounting system is approved and regularly reviewed by the Defense Contract Audit Agency. By providing on-time, on-cost, well-managed and technically superior performance, we give you the best value for your contract or subcontract dollars.
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            Thales is a global leader in advanced technologies, investing in digital and “deep tech” innovations to build a confident future crucial for the development of our societies. Armed forces, governments and global organisations entrust Thales with helping them achieve and maintain security, tactical superiority and strategic independence in the face of any type of threat. Land forces all over the world rely on Thales's comprehensive array of cutting-edge vehicle optronics solutions to help them complete their missions safely and effectively in a wide range of battlespace environments.
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Providing up-to-date and informative news, insight and intelligence, Defence Online allows organisations to engage
directly with a range of sector-based solutions, designed specifically to enhance their knowledge and understanding
of this ever-evolving marketplace.
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alone.
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Editorial content comprises capability analysis, special reports & relevant news coverage from the region.
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            WHAT IS CPD?

        
            CPD stands for Continuing Professional Development’. It is essentially a philosophy,
            which maintains that in order to be effective, learning should be organised and
            structured. The most common definition is:
        

        
            ‘A commitment to structured skills and knowledge enhancement for Personal or Professional
            competence’
        

        
            CPD is a common requirement of individual membership with professional bodies and
            Institutes. Increasingly, employers also expect their staff to undertake regular
            CPD activities.
        

        
            Undertaken over a period of time, CPD ensures that educational qualifications do
            not become obsolete, and allows for best practice and professional standards to
            be upheld.
        

        
            CPD can be undertaken through a variety of learning activities including instructor
            led training courses, seminars and conferences, e:learning modules or structured
            reading.
        

        
            CPD AND PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTES

        
            There are approximately 470 institutes in the UK across all industry sectors, with
            a collective membership of circa 4 million professionals, and they all expect their
            members to undertake CPD.
        

        
            For some institutes undertaking CPD is mandatory e.g. accountancy and law, and linked
            to a licence to practice, for others it’s obligatory. By ensuring that their members
            undertake CPD, the professional bodies seek to ensure that professional standards,
            legislative awareness and ethical practices are maintained.
        

        
            CPD Schemes often run over the period of a year and the institutes generally provide
            online tools for their members to record and reflect on their CPD activities.
        

        
            TYPICAL CPD SCHEMES AND RECORDING OF CPD (CPD points and hours)

        
            Professional bodies and Institutes CPD schemes are either structured as ‘Input’
            or ‘Output’ based.
        

        
            ‘Input’ based schemes list a precise number of CPD hours that individuals must achieve
            within a given time period. These schemes can also use different ‘currencies’ such
            as points, merits, units or credits, where an individual must accumulate the number
            required. These currencies are usually based on time i.e. 1 CPD point = 1 hour of
            learning.
        

        
            ‘Output’ based schemes are learner centred. They require individuals to set learning
            goals that align to professional competencies, or personal development objectives.
            These schemes also list different ways to achieve the learning goals e.g. training
            courses, seminars or e:learning, which enables an individual to complete their CPD
            through their preferred mode of learning.
        

        
            The majority of Input and Output based schemes actively encourage individuals to
            seek appropriate CPD activities independently.
        

        
            As a formal provider of CPD certified activities, SAE Media Group can provide an indication
            of the learning benefit gained and the typical completion. However, it is ultimately
            the responsibility of the delegate to evaluate their learning, and record it correctly
            in line with their professional body’s or employers requirements.
        

        
            GLOBAL CPD

        
            Increasingly, international and emerging markets are ‘professionalising’ their workforces
            and looking to the UK to benchmark educational standards. The undertaking of CPD
            is now increasingly expected of any individual employed within today’s global marketplace.
        


        CPD Certificates

        
        We can provide a certificate for all our accredited events. To request a CPD certificate for a conference , workshop, master classes you have attended please email events@saemediagroup.com
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                    I'm a returning speaker from a previous event
            

            
                
                    Where did you hear about SAE Media Group?
                
            

            
            

        

    




        

    
        
            I would like to attend an event

        
            
            
                
                    Which conference are you interested in attending?
                Select ...
Military Robotics and Autonomous Systems
Counter UAS Technology Europe
Smart Water Systems
Military Space Situational Awareness
Pre Filled Syringes and Injectable Drug Devices East Coast
Future Armoured Vehicles Situational Awareness
Maritime Reconnaissance and Surveillance Technology USA
Injectable Drug Delivery
Uncrewed Maritime Systems Technology
Future Armoured Vehicles Central and Eastern Europe
Helicopter Technology Central and Eastern Europe
Future Military Space Technology USA
Future Soldier Technology USA
Prefilled Syringes West Coast
MilSatCom USA
Military Robotics and Autonomous Systems USA
Counter UAS Homeland Security Europe 2024
Oligonucleotide Therapeutics and Delivery
Wearable Injectors and Connected Devices USA
Pre Filled Syringes Connect
Future Armoured Vehicles Power Systems
Unmanned Maritime Systems Technology USA 2024
Defence Exports
The Space Logistics Conference
UAV Technology
Defence Aviation Safety
Wearable Injectors and Connected Devices UK
Airborne ISR
3D Cell Culture USA
RNA USA
Global MilSatCom 2024
Transdermal and Microneedle Drug Delivery
Future Armoured Vehicles Survivability 2024
Air and Missile Defence Technology
Counter UAS Technology USA 
Energy From Waste
Military Airlift and Air-to-Air Refuelling
Maritime Reconnaissance and Surveillance Technology
Mobile Deployable Communications
UAV Technology USA
Counter UAS Homeland Security USA
Future Soldier Technology


            

			
			
            
                
                    Organisation*
                    
                

				
				
                    Title
                    
                    Mr
Mrs
Miss
Ms
Dr
Select ...
1st Lieutenant
1st Sergeant
2nd Lieutenant
Admiral
Admiral Sir
Air Chief Marshall
Air Commodore
Air Marshal
Air Vice Marshal
Ambassador
Archbishop
Assistant Chief Constable
Assistant Commissioner
Assistant Director
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Attorney
Baron
Baroness
Bishop
blank
Brigadier
Brigadier General
Brigadier General (Ret’d)
Brother
Bsc
Captain
Chairman
Chef de service administratif
Chef D'escadron
Chief
Chief Constable
Chief Inspector
Chief Mast Sergeant
Chief Petty Officer
Chief Sergeant
Chief Superintendent
Colonel
Colonel (Ret’d)
Commandant
Commander
Commander Captain
Commander General
Commissaire Capitaine
Commissaire Colonel
Commissaire commandant
Commissaire en chef
Commissaire General
Commissaire General de brigade
Commissaire general de division
Commissaire lieutenant
Commissaire Lieutenant Colonel
Commissaire principal
Commissioner
Commodore
Commodore (Ret’d)
Congressman
Contre-Amiral
Controleur des Armees
Controleur general des armees
Corporal
Councillor
Dame
Datuk
Deputy
Deputy Assistant Commissioner
Deputy Chief Constable
Deputy Commissioner
Deputy Director General
Detective
Detective Chief Inspector
Detective Constable
Detective Inspector
Detective Sargeant
Detective Superintendent
Director
Doctor
Earl
Esq
Father
Federal Agent
Flight Lieutenant
Flight Sergeant
Frau
Frau Dr
General
General (Ret'd)
General Manager
General Sir
Governor
Grand Duke
Group Captain
Herr
Herr Dr
His Excellency
His Grace Most Rev
His Highness
His Honour
His Majesty King
His Royal Highness
His Royal Highness Prince
Honourable
Honourable Dr
Honourable Judge
Honourable Mr Justice
Ing
Ingenieur des ETA
Ingenieur d'etudes et de fabrications
Ingenieur divissionaire des TPE
Ingenieur en chef 1c des ETTM
Ingenieur en chef de l'armement
Ingenieur en chef de l'armentent
Ingenieur en chef des ETA
Ingenieur en chef des P et C
Ingenieur general 2c de l'armemnt
Ingenieur general de l'armement
Ingenieur General hc de l'armement
Ingenieur principal de l'armement
Ingenieur principal des ETA
Inspecteur principal des impots
Inspector
Inspector General
Judge
King
Lady
Lieutenant
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret'd)
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant General
Lieutenant General Sir
Lord
Ma
Madame
Magistrat Lieutenant Colonel
Major
Major (Ret'd)
Major Brigadier
Major General
Major General (ret'd)
Major Sargeant
Managing Director
Master Sergeant
Minister
Monsieur
Monsignor
Most Reverend
Most Reverend Archbishop
Most Reverend Bishop
Most Reverend Dr
MP
Mr.
Ms.
Msc
myt
Ph.D
Police Constable
Police Director
President
President & Chief Executive Officer
Prince
Prof
Professor
Professor Dame
Professor Dr
Rear Admiral
Reverend
Reverend Dr
Reverend Professor
Right Admiral
Right Honourable
Right Rev
Rt Hon
Rt Hon Dame
Rt Hon Lord
Rt Hon Lord Justice
Rt Hon Sir
Rt Honourable
Rt Rev
Rt Rev Dr
Rt Rev Lord
Rt Rev Mgr
Rt Rev Monsignor
Rt. Hon
Senator
Senior General
Sergeant
Sergeant Major
Sheikh
Sir
Sister
Sous-lieutenant
Squadron Leader
Squadron Leader (Ret'd)
Staff Brigadier
Staff Sergeant
Sultan
Superintendent
Surgeon Commodore
Surgeon Rear Admiral
Surgeon Vice Admiral
The Honourable
The Honourable Dr
The Honourable Lord
The Honourable Miss
The Honourable Mr
The Honourable Mr Justice
The Most Reverend
The Right Honourable
The Right Honourable Baroness
The Right Honourable Lord
The Right Honourable Sir
The Right Reverend
Very Reverend
Very Reverend Dr
Vice Admiral
Vice Admiral d'escadre
Vice Admiral Sir
Vice Amiral d'escadre
Vice Chairman
Vice President
Viscount
Warrant Officer
Wing Commander
Other


                    
                        
                    

                        
                

                
                    First Name*
                    
                

                
                    Surname*
                    
                

                
                    Email*
                    
                

                
                    Phone*
                    
                

				
                    Address*
                    
                

            

            
                

                I'm a returning attendee from a previous event
            

			
            
            

        

    




        

    
        I would like to sponsor/exhibit at an event

        
            
            
                Which conference are you interested in sponsoring?
                Select ...
Military Robotics and Autonomous Systems
Counter UAS Technology Europe
Smart Water Systems
Military Space Situational Awareness
Pre Filled Syringes and Injectable Drug Devices East Coast
Future Armoured Vehicles Situational Awareness
Maritime Reconnaissance and Surveillance Technology USA
Injectable Drug Delivery
Uncrewed Maritime Systems Technology
Future Armoured Vehicles Central and Eastern Europe
Helicopter Technology Central and Eastern Europe
Future Military Space Technology USA
Future Soldier Technology USA
Prefilled Syringes West Coast
MilSatCom USA
Military Robotics and Autonomous Systems USA
Counter UAS Homeland Security Europe 2024
Oligonucleotide Therapeutics and Delivery
Wearable Injectors and Connected Devices USA
Pre Filled Syringes Connect
Future Armoured Vehicles Power Systems
Unmanned Maritime Systems Technology USA 2024
Defence Exports
The Space Logistics Conference
UAV Technology
Defence Aviation Safety
Wearable Injectors and Connected Devices UK
Airborne ISR
3D Cell Culture USA
RNA USA
Global MilSatCom 2024
Transdermal and Microneedle Drug Delivery
Future Armoured Vehicles Survivability 2024
Air and Missile Defence Technology
Counter UAS Technology USA 
Energy From Waste
Military Airlift and Air-to-Air Refuelling
Maritime Reconnaissance and Surveillance Technology
Mobile Deployable Communications
UAV Technology USA
Counter UAS Homeland Security USA
Future Soldier Technology


            

            
                Not listed above?
                
            

            
                 What type of sponsorship are you interested in?
                	
                        
                        Lead Sponsor
                    
	
                        
                        Speaking
                    
	
                        
                        Exhibit
                    
	
                        
                        Networking Reception Sponsor
                    
	
                        
                        Coffee/Tea Break Sponsor
                    
	
                        
                        Lunch Sponsor
                    
	
                        
                        Branding Package
                    
	
                        
                        Lanyards Sponsor
                    


            

            
                
                    Organisation*
                    
                

                
                    Website
                    
                

				
                    Job Title*
                    
                

                
                    Title
                    
                    Mr
Mrs
Miss
Ms
Dr
Select ...
1st Lieutenant
1st Sergeant
2nd Lieutenant
Admiral
Admiral Sir
Air Chief Marshall
Air Commodore
Air Marshal
Air Vice Marshal
Ambassador
Archbishop
Assistant Chief Constable
Assistant Commissioner
Assistant Director
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Attorney
Baron
Baroness
Bishop
blank
Brigadier
Brigadier General
Brigadier General (Ret’d)
Brother
Bsc
Captain
Chairman
Chef de service administratif
Chef D'escadron
Chief
Chief Constable
Chief Inspector
Chief Mast Sergeant
Chief Petty Officer
Chief Sergeant
Chief Superintendent
Colonel
Colonel (Ret’d)
Commandant
Commander
Commander Captain
Commander General
Commissaire Capitaine
Commissaire Colonel
Commissaire commandant
Commissaire en chef
Commissaire General
Commissaire General de brigade
Commissaire general de division
Commissaire lieutenant
Commissaire Lieutenant Colonel
Commissaire principal
Commissioner
Commodore
Commodore (Ret’d)
Congressman
Contre-Amiral
Controleur des Armees
Controleur general des armees
Corporal
Councillor
Dame
Datuk
Deputy
Deputy Assistant Commissioner
Deputy Chief Constable
Deputy Commissioner
Deputy Director General
Detective
Detective Chief Inspector
Detective Constable
Detective Inspector
Detective Sargeant
Detective Superintendent
Director
Doctor
Earl
Esq
Father
Federal Agent
Flight Lieutenant
Flight Sergeant
Frau
Frau Dr
General
General (Ret'd)
General Manager
General Sir
Governor
Grand Duke
Group Captain
Herr
Herr Dr
His Excellency
His Grace Most Rev
His Highness
His Honour
His Majesty King
His Royal Highness
His Royal Highness Prince
Honourable
Honourable Dr
Honourable Judge
Honourable Mr Justice
Ing
Ingenieur des ETA
Ingenieur d'etudes et de fabrications
Ingenieur divissionaire des TPE
Ingenieur en chef 1c des ETTM
Ingenieur en chef de l'armement
Ingenieur en chef de l'armentent
Ingenieur en chef des ETA
Ingenieur en chef des P et C
Ingenieur general 2c de l'armemnt
Ingenieur general de l'armement
Ingenieur General hc de l'armement
Ingenieur principal de l'armement
Ingenieur principal des ETA
Inspecteur principal des impots
Inspector
Inspector General
Judge
King
Lady
Lieutenant
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret'd)
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant General
Lieutenant General Sir
Lord
Ma
Madame
Magistrat Lieutenant Colonel
Major
Major (Ret'd)
Major Brigadier
Major General
Major General (ret'd)
Major Sargeant
Managing Director
Master Sergeant
Minister
Monsieur
Monsignor
Most Reverend
Most Reverend Archbishop
Most Reverend Bishop
Most Reverend Dr
MP
Mr.
Ms.
Msc
myt
Ph.D
Police Constable
Police Director
President
President & Chief Executive Officer
Prince
Prof
Professor
Professor Dame
Professor Dr
Rear Admiral
Reverend
Reverend Dr
Reverend Professor
Right Admiral
Right Honourable
Right Rev
Rt Hon
Rt Hon Dame
Rt Hon Lord
Rt Hon Lord Justice
Rt Hon Sir
Rt Honourable
Rt Rev
Rt Rev Dr
Rt Rev Lord
Rt Rev Mgr
Rt Rev Monsignor
Rt. Hon
Senator
Senior General
Sergeant
Sergeant Major
Sheikh
Sir
Sister
Sous-lieutenant
Squadron Leader
Squadron Leader (Ret'd)
Staff Brigadier
Staff Sergeant
Sultan
Superintendent
Surgeon Commodore
Surgeon Rear Admiral
Surgeon Vice Admiral
The Honourable
The Honourable Dr
The Honourable Lord
The Honourable Miss
The Honourable Mr
The Honourable Mr Justice
The Most Reverend
The Right Honourable
The Right Honourable Baroness
The Right Honourable Lord
The Right Honourable Sir
The Right Reverend
Very Reverend
Very Reverend Dr
Vice Admiral
Vice Admiral d'escadre
Vice Admiral Sir
Vice Amiral d'escadre
Vice Chairman
Vice President
Viscount
Warrant Officer
Wing Commander
Other


                    
                        
                    

                        
                

                
                    First Name*
                    
                

                
                    Surname*
                    
                

                
                    Email*
                    
                

                
                    Phone*
                    
                

                
                    Address*
                    
                

            

            
                What are your sponsorship goals?
                
            

            
                

                I'm a returning sponsor from a previous event
            

            
                Where did you hear about SAE Media Group?
                
            

            
            

        

    




        

    
        
            SIGN UP OR LOGIN

        
            
                SIGN UP/LOG IN with linked in
            

            
			
            
                
                    
                        EMAIL*
                    
                

                
                    
                        PASSWORD*
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                    Keep me signed in
            

            
                Sign up
                
            

            
                Forgotten Password?
            

            

            
                
                    Sorry, the login details you entered were not found. Please try again. Alternatively
                    you may register a new account here.
                

                
                    Accounts are locked after
                    5
                    failed attempts.

            

        

    




        

    
        
            [image: ]
        
            
            
                
                    
                        EMAIL*
                    
                

                
                    
                        PASSWORD*
                    
                

                
                    
                        CONFIRM*
                    
                

                
                    TITLE*
					
                    Mr
Mrs
Miss
Ms
Dr
Select ...
1st Lieutenant
1st Sergeant
2nd Lieutenant
Admiral
Admiral Sir
Air Chief Marshall
Air Commodore
Air Marshal
Air Vice Marshal
Ambassador
Archbishop
Assistant Chief Constable
Assistant Commissioner
Assistant Director
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Attorney
Baron
Baroness
Bishop
blank
Brigadier
Brigadier General
Brigadier General (Ret’d)
Brother
Bsc
Captain
Chairman
Chef de service administratif
Chef D'escadron
Chief
Chief Constable
Chief Inspector
Chief Mast Sergeant
Chief Petty Officer
Chief Sergeant
Chief Superintendent
Colonel
Colonel (Ret’d)
Commandant
Commander
Commander Captain
Commander General
Commissaire Capitaine
Commissaire Colonel
Commissaire commandant
Commissaire en chef
Commissaire General
Commissaire General de brigade
Commissaire general de division
Commissaire lieutenant
Commissaire Lieutenant Colonel
Commissaire principal
Commissioner
Commodore
Commodore (Ret’d)
Congressman
Contre-Amiral
Controleur des Armees
Controleur general des armees
Corporal
Councillor
Dame
Datuk
Deputy
Deputy Assistant Commissioner
Deputy Chief Constable
Deputy Commissioner
Deputy Director General
Detective
Detective Chief Inspector
Detective Constable
Detective Inspector
Detective Sargeant
Detective Superintendent
Director
Doctor
Earl
Esq
Father
Federal Agent
Flight Lieutenant
Flight Sergeant
Frau
Frau Dr
General
General (Ret'd)
General Manager
General Sir
Governor
Grand Duke
Group Captain
Herr
Herr Dr
His Excellency
His Grace Most Rev
His Highness
His Honour
His Majesty King
His Royal Highness
His Royal Highness Prince
Honourable
Honourable Dr
Honourable Judge
Honourable Mr Justice
Ing
Ingenieur des ETA
Ingenieur d'etudes et de fabrications
Ingenieur divissionaire des TPE
Ingenieur en chef 1c des ETTM
Ingenieur en chef de l'armement
Ingenieur en chef de l'armentent
Ingenieur en chef des ETA
Ingenieur en chef des P et C
Ingenieur general 2c de l'armemnt
Ingenieur general de l'armement
Ingenieur General hc de l'armement
Ingenieur principal de l'armement
Ingenieur principal des ETA
Inspecteur principal des impots
Inspector
Inspector General
Judge
King
Lady
Lieutenant
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant Colonel
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret'd)
Lieutenant Commander
Lieutenant General
Lieutenant General Sir
Lord
Ma
Madame
Magistrat Lieutenant Colonel
Major
Major (Ret'd)
Major Brigadier
Major General
Major General (ret'd)
Major Sargeant
Managing Director
Master Sergeant
Minister
Monsieur
Monsignor
Most Reverend
Most Reverend Archbishop
Most Reverend Bishop
Most Reverend Dr
MP
Mr.
Ms.
Msc
myt
Ph.D
Police Constable
Police Director
President
President & Chief Executive Officer
Prince
Prof
Professor
Professor Dame
Professor Dr
Rear Admiral
Reverend
Reverend Dr
Reverend Professor
Right Admiral
Right Honourable
Right Rev
Rt Hon
Rt Hon Dame
Rt Hon Lord
Rt Hon Lord Justice
Rt Hon Sir
Rt Honourable
Rt Rev
Rt Rev Dr
Rt Rev Lord
Rt Rev Mgr
Rt Rev Monsignor
Rt. Hon
Senator
Senior General
Sergeant
Sergeant Major
Sheikh
Sir
Sister
Sous-lieutenant
Squadron Leader
Squadron Leader (Ret'd)
Staff Brigadier
Staff Sergeant
Sultan
Superintendent
Surgeon Commodore
Surgeon Rear Admiral
Surgeon Vice Admiral
The Honourable
The Honourable Dr
The Honourable Lord
The Honourable Miss
The Honourable Mr
The Honourable Mr Justice
The Most Reverend
The Right Honourable
The Right Honourable Baroness
The Right Honourable Lord
The Right Honourable Sir
The Right Reverend
Very Reverend
Very Reverend Dr
Vice Admiral
Vice Admiral d'escadre
Vice Admiral Sir
Vice Amiral d'escadre
Vice Chairman
Vice President
Viscount
Warrant Officer
Wing Commander
Other


                    
                        
                    

                        
					
                

                
                    
                        FIRST NAME*
                    
                

                
                    
                        SURNAME*
                    
                

                
                    
                        COUNTRY*
                    Select ...
United Kingdom
USA
Germany
France
Italy
India
Netherlands
Switzerland
Belgium
------------------------------
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica-Casey
Antarctica-Scott
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Ascension Islands
Ashmore & Cartier Islands
Atlantic East
Atlantic West
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burma
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Canary Islands
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Clipperton Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Easter Island
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Europe
Falkland Islands
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
French Guiana
French Polynesia
Gabon
Galapagos Islands
Gambia
Gaza Strip
Georgia
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Hawaii
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marianas Islands
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte Islands
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
None
Norfolk Island
North Korea
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestine
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Réunion
Romania
Russia
Rwanda
Saint Helena
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent/Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome
Saudi Arabia
Scotland
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
Somoa Western
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Syria
Tahiti
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Tatarstan
TBC
Thailand
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanatu
Vanuatu
Vatican City (Holy See)
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis And Futuna
West Bank
West Indies
Western Sahara
Yemen
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe


                

                
                    
                        ORGANISATION*
                    
                

                
                    
                        JOB TITLE*
                    
                

                
                    
                        PHONE*
                    
                

            

            
                

                
                    I would like to receive information about other SAE Media Group products
                    and services
            

            
                
                

                
                    Keep me logged in
            

            
                
                    

                
                    * I have read and understood the full Terms of Use (please click here to see full Terms of Use - please note these will open
                    in a new window). These Terms and Conditions are governed by English law.
            

            
            

            
            
        

    




        

    
        
            Contact SAE Media Group

        
            UK Office

            Opening Hours: 9.00 - 17.30 (local time)

            SAE Media Group , Ground Floor, India House, 45 Curlew Street, London, SE1 2ND, United Kingdom

            Tel: +44 (0) 20 7827 6000 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7827 6001

            Website: http://www.smgconferences.com
            Email: events@saemediagroup.com

            Registered in England - SMi Group Ltd trading as SAE Media Group

            

            
            
                
                    Nature of your enquiry

                I have an enquiry that is not listed below
I am an existing delegate on a Conference/Workshop
I have a general Conference/Executive Briefing query
I am interested in attending an SAE Media Group Conference as a delegate
I am interested in attending an SAE Media Group Workshop/Executive Briefing as a delegate
I am interested in attending an SAE Media Group Masterclass as a delegate
I am interested in speaking at an SAE Media Group event
I am interested in sponsoring/exhibiting at an SAE Media Group event
I am interested in marketing opportunities with SAE Media Group
I am interested in employment opportunities SAE Media Group
I would like to suggest a Conference topic
I would like to suggest a Workshop/Executive Briefing topic
I would like to suggest a Masterclass topic
I have a technical query regarding this web site
SAE Media Group Event Communities Related
Sponsor Webinars
Other


            

            
                
                    
                        Name*
                    
                

                
                    
                        Job Title*
                    
                

                
                    
                        Organisation*
                    
                

                
                    
                        Phone*
                    
                

                
                    
                        Email*
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Enquiry*
                
            

            
            

        

    




        

    

    

    
        

        
            
                

            
                

            
                
        

        
            
                [image: sponsor image]
        

    

    

    
        
    







        

    
        
            Forgotten Password

        
            
            Please enter the email address you registered with. We will email you a new password.
            
                
                    
                        EMAIL*
                    
                

            

            
            

            
                You have been sent an email with your new password. When you have recieved this email please continue to logon. Thank you.

                Continue
            

            
                Sorry, we could not reset your password. Have you entered the correct email address?

            

        

    




		


    
        Thank you for visiting our event

        
            
			
			

            
                If you would like to receive further information about our events, please fill out the information below.

            

            
                    
                        I am happy to receive information about SAE Media Group events by email:
                    

                    
                        
                    

            

            
                
                    Your email address:
                    
                

            


            
                
                    Your name:
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Your phone number:
                    
                

            



            
                
            

            
                By ticking above you are consenting to receive information by email from SAE Media Group.

                Full details of our privacy policy can be found here https://www.smgconferences.com/privacy-legals/privacy-policy/.

                Should you wish to update your contact preferences at any time you can contact us at data@smgconferences.com.

                Should you wish to be removed from any future mailing lists please click on the following link http://www.smgconferences.com/opt-out
            

            

            
                
                    Sorry, the login details you entered were not found. Please try again. Alternatively
                    you may register a new account here.
                

            

        

    




		






    
        Fill in your details to download the brochure

        
            

            
    

            
                
                    First Name
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Last Name
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Email Address*
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Company Name*
                    
                

            

            
                
                    Telephone Number*
                    
                

            



            
                    
                        
                    

            



            
                
            

			
				By submitting this form you agree to our privacy policy and consent to receiving communications, you may opt out at any time.
			

            
                By ticking above you are consenting to receive information by email from SAE Media Group.

                Full details of our privacy policy can be found here https://www.smgconferences.com/privacy-legals/privacy-policy/.

                Should you wish to update your contact preferences at any time you can contact us at data@smgconferences.com.

                Should you wish to be removed from any future mailing lists please click on the following link http://www.smgconferences.com/opt-out
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